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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of David Van Horn.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our friend and colleague, David Van Horn, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, David Van Horn was born on December 3, 1929, a native of Mt. Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 31, 2001; and

WHEREAS, David Van Horn was the loving son of the late Galba David Van Horn and Eva Wheeler Van Horn, and he was the devoted father of Lee Russell Van Horn; and

WHEREAS, David Van Horn graduated from Henry Clay High School in 1948, he graduated from the University of Kentucky in 1952 and received a law degree from the University of Kentucky in 1958; and he served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Air Force during the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, David Van Horn served his constituents with pride from the old fifty-fifth legislative district from 1970 to 1974, and represented the seventy-seventh legislative district from 1978 to 1984; and during his tenure with the Kentucky General Assembly, he served as a member of the Committee on Judiciary, Committee on Highways and Traffic Safety, Committee on Business Organizations and Professions, Committee on Transportation, and the Committee on Labor and Industry; and

WHEREAS, David Van Horn was a most competent lawyer and legislator who was held in high esteem by his peers; on the House floor he opposed tax increases, raises for public officials, and increases in interest rates; he fought to remove the sales tax on food and medicine, co-sponsored anti-gun control legislation that became law, supported anti-abortion legislation, and introduced legislation to equip school buses with seatbelts; and

WHEREAS, it was David Van Horn's flamboyance in the General Assembly that led him to be voted as "most colorful" by reporters who covered the 1980 session; never at a loss for words, he entertained his colleagues with humor and wit, and his love for animals inspired him to introduce legislation in 1980 designating the coon hound as the official state dog of the Commonwealth, explaining the coon hound's intelligence, strength, good natured disposition, loyalty, and lean, efficient appearance make it a most admirable model toward which all Kentuckians may look with pride as their official canine; and he further stated that in this doggone, dog-eat-dog, dog-eared, dogged, dog-faced, dog-legged, doggish dog fight known as life seldom does so pure and uncluttered a symbol as the lovable coon hound offer itself for all to admire; and he also introduced a Resolution honoring a Lexington firefighter for giving a home to the department's aging mascot, a Dalmation named "Sparky," and a Resolution honoring the groundhog; and

WHEREAS, the passing of David Van Horn has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of our colleague and friend, David Van Horn, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of David Van Horn.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Lee Russell Van Horn, 1455 Townley Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40511.
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