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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Dr. Joe M. Hays.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Dr. Joe M. Hays, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Dr. Joe M. Hays was born on October 6, 1923, a native of Monroe County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Edmonton, Metcalfe County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on August 22, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joe M. Hays was the loving son of the late Jack and Ruie McPherson Hays, and he was also preceded in death by a brother, Julius Glenn Hays; he was the devoted husband of the late Naomi Billingsly Hays, and he was the loving father of a daughter, Lou Ann Hays of Bowling Green, and the loving brother of a sister, Cletra Oleva Head of Tompkinsville, and a brother, James Harmon Hays of Tompkinsville; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joe M. Hays was an esteemed member of the Metcalfe County community, where he began his dental practice in Edmonton on January 10, 1947, following his graduation from the University of Tennessee School of Dentistry, and he continually practiced dentistry until his death; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joe M. Hays served his community in nearly every capacity; he was a past member of the Edmonton City Council, he served over thirty-five years on the Metcalfe County Board of Health and was instrumental in the construction of the current Health Office, he was a past member of the Metcalfe County Fair Board, the Metcalfe County Board of Education, and the Barren River Area Health Council; he served on the Board of Directors of South Central Bank, he was a member of the Edmonton Lions Club for thirty years, he was on staff at T. J. Samson Community Hospital for thirty-five years, chairman of Delta Dental Plan of Insurance, a member of South Central Dental Society, the Kentucky Dental Association, the American Dental Association, and he volunteered as a dental specialist, helping impoverished countries, and flying to Panama for two weeks each summer to treat poverty-stricken people with no dental care; and

WHEREAS, in a 1995 interview, Dr. Hays said, "I have tried to fulfill my agreement with myself to serve in the interest of others," and in closing the interview, he said, "should I leave a legacy, it would be 'May each advancing year of life be more satisfying than the ones that have gone on before it.'"; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Dr. Joe M. Hays has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement upon the passing of Dr. Joe M. Hays, and extends to his family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Dr. Joe M. Hays brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dr. Joe M. Hays.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Lou Ann Hays, 115 Whispering Hills Boulevard, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101.
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