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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Rachel Keltner Blaydes.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Rachel Keltner Blaydes, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes was born on April 7, 1915, a native of Green County, Kentucky, and she crossed that final bourne from which no traveller returns on May 4, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes was the loving daughter of the late Chesley Keltner and Willie Mauk Keltner, she was the devoted wife of the late Rollin Blaydes, and she also was preceded in death by a son, Chesley Robert Blaydes; she was the loving mother of Judy Dile of Milltown, Mary Ann Blaydes Baron of Greensburg, and Nancy Hickey of Orlando, Florida, and she was the proud grandmother of Debbie Alpert of Palm Coast, Florida, Chesla Blaydes Fox of Olive Hill, Christopher Rollin Cushing and Brandon Cushing of Orlando, Florida, and two great-grandchildren, Blayde Fox and Ryan Fox of Olive Hill; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes was an esteemed member of the Green County community, where she attended a one-room school house in Buckner, and graduated from Greensburg High School and Lindsey Wilson College, after which time she rode horseback, walked, or attempted to drive over the worst roads as she joyously pursued her teaching profession; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes recognized the importance of good government, serving as an election officer at polling places in Green County, and encouraging others to participate in the causes of good government of which she was always a student, and during World War II, without compensation, she kept the records for the Adair County Rationing Office, administering scarce commodities, such as gasoline, sugar, coffee, shoes, and other things essential to the war effort and homeland interest of American citizens; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes enjoyed a long and productive life working, sharing, and giving, often under difficult and self-sacrificing circumstances; she never lost her love for life, her desire to teach, her thirst for knowledge, and an opportunity to help others, especially young people, and the students she taught will carry the message she most fervently desired to send, which was one of discipline, respect, honor of God and her fellow man, good work ethics, and service to others; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Keltner Blaydes was a devout member of Maple Hill United Methodist Church for more than sixty-five years, where she sang in the church choir and taught Sunday School; her strong faith prepared her for that final journey, and after her passing, loved ones found a handwritten message in her Holy Bible that read, "Until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand."; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of Rachel Keltner Blaydes has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement upon the passing of Rachel Keltner Blaydes, and extends to her family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Rachel Keltner Blaydes brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and her message will be remembered for years to come.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Rachel Keltner Blaydes.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Mary Ann Blaydes Baron, Green County Judge/Executive, 303 East Columbia Avenue, Greensburg, Kentucky 42743.
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