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AN ACT related to economic development through the state purchase of perishables.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 260 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Commissioner of Agriculture shall identify opportunities in the state procurement process for the Commonwealth to use its purchasing power to support and encourage the growth of Kentucky's agricultural economy. Such opportunities shall include the sale of Kentucky-grown products, as the term is used is KRS 260.030(1)(c), to include produce, meat, poultry, fish, and shellfish, to any public purchasing unit, as defined in KRS 45A.295(3), including, but not limited to, the Department of Parks, the Department of Corrections, public universities, school districts, and local governments across the Commonwealth. The Commissioner shall report such opportunities to the Governor, the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet and the Legislative Research Commission by October 1, 2002. The report shall also include recommended changes in the procurement system that may accommodate the sale of more Kentucky-grown agriculture products to state agencies.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 148 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department of Parks shall establish a pilot project within the Department of Parks to promote the sale of Kentucky-grown products, as the term is used in KRS 260.030(1)(c), including, but not limited to, fish, shellfish, and beef, in state resort park restaurants and gift shops. The promotion program shall operate in conjunction with the Kentucky logo or labeling statement program pursuant to KRS 260.015. The commissioner of the Department of Parks shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to implement the promotion program no later than October 1, 2002.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 148 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Department of Parks shall establish a pilot project within the Department of Parks to require that if purchasing catfish, state parks purchase Kentucky farm-raised catfish if the purchasing officer determines that it is available, can be priced on the menu to encourage its sale, and meets the quality standards set by the Department of Parks. The commissioner of the Department of Parks shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to implement the purchasing requirement as set forth in this section as soon as possible after the effective date of this section.
SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 148 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department of Parks shall establish a steering committee which shall consist of:
(a)
The secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet, or a designee;
(b)
The Commissioner of Agriculture, or a designee;
(c)
The commissioner of the Department of Parks, or a designee;
(d)
The director of the Agriculture Development Board or a designee;
(e)
The coordinator of the Kentucky State University Aquaculture Program or a designee; and
(f)
Two (2) members of organizations and associations representing the Kentucky farming community, appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture.
(2)
The steering committee shall plan and assist in the implementation of the promotion program identified in Section 2 of this Act.

(3)
The steering committee shall recommend by September 1, 2002, the structure and objectives of the promotion program identified in Section 2 of this Act.

(4)
Upon implementation of the pilot projects identified in Sections 2 and 3 of this Act, the steering committee shall evaluate the pilot projects and submit an initial report to the Governor, the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet, and the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 1, 2003, and a second report no later than October 1, 2004.

(5)
The steering committee shall terminate on December 31, 2004.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 45A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

By January 1, 2003, the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall issue guidelines to the various agencies identified by the Commissioner of Agriculture in Section 1 of this Act directing the manner in which those agencies shall employ the state’s procurement process to support and encourage the growth of Kentucky's agricultural economy. Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS Chapter 45A, the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall make necessary changes to administrative regulations and cabinet policy in accordance with Sections 1 to 4 of this Act.
Section 6.   Whereas the immediate survival and growth of Kentucky's catfish industry is in the interest of the Commonwealth, and whereas it is not necessary for the steering committee to assist in the implementation of Section 3 of this Act, an emergency is declared to exist, and Section 3 of this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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