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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to health insurance coverage for hearing aids and related services.
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

The purpose of SB 152/GA is to provide health insurance coverage for payment for the full cost of one (1) hearing aid per hearing impaired ear up to one thousand four hundred dollars ($1,400) every thirty-six (36) months for hearing aids for insured individuals under the age of eighteen (18) years and all related services that may be provided by an audiologist, subject to applicable copayments, coinsurance, deductibles, and out-of-pocket limits.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Creates a new section of Subtitle 17A of KRS Chapter 304 to provide health insurance coverage for payment for the full cost of one (1) hearing aid per hearing impaired ear up to one thousand four hundred dollars ($1,400) every thirty-six (36) months for hearing aids for insured individuals under the age of eighteen (18) years and all related services that may be provided by an audiologist, subject to applicable copayments, coinsurance, deductibles, and out-of-pocket limits. A health insurance plan shall not be required to pay a claim filed by an insured individual for payment of the cost of a hearing aid if a claim for payment for a hearing aid was filed less than three (3) years prior to the current claim.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The fiscal impact of SB 152/GA is indeterminable due to the inability to forecast the number of insurance carriers that would increase health insurance premiums due to the additional mandated services and the amount of those increases.

During fiscal year 2001, the Commission on Children with Special Health Care Needs spent approximately $162,200 on hearing aids and earmolds. During the same time period, First Steps spent approximately $54,200 for 25 sets of hearing aids for children.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Legislative Research Commission; Personnel Cabinet; Commission for the Deaf and
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