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SUBJECT/TITLE
Domestic Violence/Firearms

SPONSOR
Senator Julie Denton

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement agencies, county jail

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1845 specifies that individuals who have a domestic violence order filed against them, or who are convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, cannot possess or receive a firearm, with the exception of antique firearms or ammunition, or firearms or ammunition issued for the use of the United States or any department or agency thereof, or any state or any department, agency, or political subdivision thereof.  The bill specifies that anyone subject to a domestic violence protective order, or convicted of misdemeanor crime of domestic abuse, who is in possession of a firearm or ammunition in violation of the bill, shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1845 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be substantial.  There were 26,350 civil domestic violence orders and emergency protective orders issued in Kentucky, during fiscal year 1999.  In addition, there were 4,490 domestic violence convictions during fiscal year 1999.  In each of these cases, local law enforcement officials would need to determine if the person convicted, or  under the effect of the domestic violence or emergency protective order, owned or possessed a firearm.  Local police officials stated that they would expect a large number of complaints under the bill requiring them to investigate whether an effected individual was in possession of a firearm.  Officials indicated that cost increases could be expected associated with staff time devoted to investigating the possession of firearms and handling complaints.

Local law enforcement officials also said storing the firearms could create additional costs since the effective period for the orders could extend for three years, and could be reissued any number of times, depending on the finding of a court.  Law enforcement officials stated the firearms would need to be housed in a secure storage area and records would need to be maintained to ensure that the property could be tracked.

Additionally, while the number of Class A misdemeanor convictions under BR 1845 cannot be predicted, counties would bear the cost of  incarceration for each misdemeanor case convicted under the bill.  While the state reimburses counties for the cost of housing felony offenders at a rate of $27.52 per day, there is no reimbursement for housing individuals convicted of misdemeanors.
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