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Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 439.344 to allow a parolee credit on his or her remaining unexpired sentence for time spent in prison on parole violations that are not a result of a new felony conviction.




Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

2/12/02

Passage of this bill will enable Kentucky to join the majority of states that allow successful time-served on parole supervision to count against the remaining unexpired sentence term upon technical parole violation.  Currently, the period of time spent by a parolee on parole does not count as sentence credit against the felon’s remaining unexpired sentence in the event a parolee is revoked.

By way of example, currently a felon who serves 2 years in prison on a 5-year sentence and is paroled will be on parole for 3 years.  If he/she is revoked for a technical condition of parole at anytime during those 3 years on parole, even in the very last month, he/she will be required to serve the balance of the original sentence in prison, 3 years.  Currently the time spent in the community under supervision prior to the technical violation is “dead time”.  The time “on the street” is, therefore, added to the end of the sentence, essentially 3 more years of incarceration.  The majority of states allow successful time-served under supervision to count against a felon’s prison sentence.  



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Department of Corrections (DOC) estimates that approximately 343 prison beds will be made available in each year of the coming biennium upon passage of this bill.  The savings to the DOC are estimated at approximately $3.6M per annum.  The Governor’s Recommended Executive Budget for the DOC is predicated upon successful passage and implementation of this bill.  If the bill is not enacted, $3.6M must be identified for inclusion in the DOC budget for both FY03 and FY04 as no funds are budgeted in the DOC’s budget recommendation for these estimated savings in prison beds.    

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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