UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/12/02
02 REG. SESS.
02 RS BR 2179


AN ACT designating the Louisville Orchestra as the official symphony of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, On November 8, 1937, Music Director Robert Whitney conducted the first public performance of the Louisville Philharmonic Society, which officially became the Louisville Orchestra in 1949; and

WHEREAS, the Louisville Orchestra seeks to educate, enlighten, entertain, excite, and enrich listeners of all ages with its live performances across a full range of orchestral repertoire; and

WHEREAS, in the 1940s the Louisville Orchestra inaugurated the Making Music concert series, an educational program for Louisville's children, and Outdoors Pops concerts, both of which continue to this day; and

WHEREAS, in 1947, the Louisville Orchestra made its first statewide appearance in the western Kentucky town of Princeton, and now tours throughout the Commonwealth every year; and

WHEREAS, as a result of performing the new, premiere work by the famous American composer William Schuman, the Louisville Orchestra was invited to perform the new work, Judith, at Carnegie Hall, and received a Rockefeller Foundation Grant; and 

WHEREAS, the Louisville Orchestra became the first, and is still the only orchestra in the United States with its own record label, and under its First Edition Records label, has become one of the most famous orchestras in the world, recording almost 400 works by over 250 composers, and performing for nearly 250,000 people during its 2001-2002 season; and

WHEREAS, under the current leadership of the internationally-renowned conductor  Uriel Segal, the Louisville Orchestra in 1999 won a record sixteenth American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) Award for the Programming of Contemporary Music; and 

WHEREAS, in June 2001, the Louisville Orchestra received its seventeenth ASCAP Award, the Leonard Bernstein Award for Educational Programming, which is given to only one orchestra in North America each year; and

WHEREAS, the Louisville Orchestra continues to expand to reach new audiences through programs such as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Concert, Jazzin' to the Symphony (a partnership with Jazzercise of Louisville), and free subscriptions to children's concerts for clients at the Wayside Christian Mission, a local organization serving disadvantaged families;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Louisville Orchestra, founded in 1937 in Louisville, Kentucky, is named and designated as the official symphony of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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