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AN ACT relating to prescription drugs for seniors.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 205.510 TO 205.645 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Department for Medicaid Services shall apply to and negotiate with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for a Medicaid waiver to provide outpatient prescription drug coverage for seniors if:

(a)
The Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services provides an enhanced federal matching rate for prescription drug coverage for low-income Medicare beneficiaries, contingent on availability of state matching funds; or
(b)
State funds are available to cover prescription drugs under the waiver at the regular state matching rate.
(2)
The waiver application required under subsection (1) of this section shall include persons who:
(a)
Are sixty-five (65) years of age or older;
(b)
Are residents of Kentucky;
(c)
Have not been covered by health insurance that includes a prescription drug benefit for at least six (6) months immediately preceding their application for enrollment in the Kentucky Senior Prescription Drug Program; and
(d)
Have an annual income that does not exceed one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the federal poverty level.
(3)
If the federal Medicaid waiver applied for under subsection (1) of this section is approved, the Kentucky Senior Prescription Drug Program shall be created.
(4)
No later than ninety (90) days after the availability of the enhanced match rate for Medicare low-income recipients, the department shall submit any necessary amendments to the state plan, waiver request, and any other necessary documents to the Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for approval of the Senior Prescription Drug Program created in subsection (3) of this section, if state matching funds are available.
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