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PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 220/GA re-establishes the Kentucky State Corrections Commission and attaches it to the Department of Corrections.  The bill also provides for local community corrections boards, established within the judicial circuit to plan, implement, and evaluate the local community corrections program.  The boards will be organized as nonprofit corporations under KRS Chapter 273.  Plans developed by the local community corrections board are to be approved by the Kentucky State Corrections Commission.  After approval the Commission will provide grant funding for the implementation of the plan.  The local community corrections board may contract with organizations, or hire individuals to perform the services outlined by their plan using the funding provided through the grant from the Commission.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 220/GA on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The bill requires that each judicial circuit to establish a community corrections board The community corrections boards are to be organized as nonprofit corporations under KRS Chapter 273.  While the bill stipulates that the board shall consist of eight (8) members, it does not mandate the precise membership of the board.  The bill requires that, insofar as possible, the board should be composed of judges, Commonwealth's attorneys, defense attorneys, public defenders, law enforcement officers, representatives of county government, and others, but does not mandate that specific representatives of local government participate.  The bill stipulates that no board member shall receive compensation for his duties as a board member.  The board is charged with development, approval, and submission of community corrections proposals to the Commission.  If approved, the Commission may provide funding for proposals through a grant.  The local board may use the funds provided through the grant to contract with local agencies or individuals to provide the services detailed by the plan.  Impact of the bill is expected to be minimal.  Few, if any of the existing eleven community corrections programs contract with local government offices to provide services.  Local government offices are not required to participate, but if they elect to do so it is anticipated that they would be reimbursed for their efforts as would any other contractor.  Some local government officials might participate as members of the local boards, and this could require more of their time and effort as a result of program planning and monitoring responsibilities, but these officials receive no compensation for their board duties.  Grants provided through the program do not require a local match.  
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