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SUBJECT/TITLE
Military service records

SPONSOR
Senator Dan Kelly

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 223/GA amends KRS 422.090 to allow only ex-military personnel, or someone acting in their interest, to obtain their military service records from county clerks' offices upon request.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 223/GA on local governments is indeterminable, but should be minimal.  Provisions in the bill may not alter clerks' duties much beyond what they are now in regard to military service records.  Filing the papers in the county courthouse assures veterans of a repository for their discharge papers in case they are needed later in seeking benefits or the like.  Up to now the military advised veterans to file their discharge papers with their county courthouse, but has revised that recommendation of late in the wake of reported incidents of identify theft.

Ex-military personnel currently can file copies of their discharge papers with clerks' offices in their county of residence.  There is no fee connected with the filing.  Clerks' offices file paper copies of the discharge documents; some offices may scan them and index them electronically as well, according to an official with the Kentucky County Clerks' Association.  Language in SB 223/GA requires that only veterans, or someone acting in their interest, may obtain copies of the papers.  The bill stipulates that a veteran must show proof of identity when obtaining a copy of his or her discharge papers.  Clerks also can release copies under court order or power of attorney, according to the bill.

The bill requires that all discharge papers filed with a clerk will remain as a non-public record and not available for public inspection.  That requirement should have minimal effect.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; KRS; Army Link News (http://www.dtic.mil/armylink/news/Jan2002); Kentucky County Clerks' Association
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