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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act proposing an amendment to Section 148 of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to hours of voting.

SPONSOR
Sen. Ernesto Scorsone

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerk. Precinct Election Officers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1396 lengthens the hours of voting for all regular elections of State, county, city, town, urban-county, or district officers by one hour.  Currently, these elections are held from six a.m. to seven p.m.  Under BR 1396, the hours would be extended from six a.m. to eight p.m.  In addition,  BR 1396 provides that all voters who are waiting in line to vote at eight p.m. shall be allowed to vote.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1396 on county governments is indeterminable but likely minimal.  The pay for precinct election officers is set by statute and is currently set at minimum of $60 per election day per precinct officer.  Therefore, BR 1396 would not necessarily increase costs associated with precinct election officers.  However, by increasing the length of election day by one hour, counties may choose to increase the pay for precinct officers resulting in an increase in costs for the county government.  Each election precinct must have four precinct election officers.  In addition, at the conclusion of each election, the election results are delivered to the county clerk's office, therefore, BR 1396 would require that the county clerk's office remain open an additional hour on election day  resulting in increased costs for the office.
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