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AN ACT relating to public transit.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 96A.310 is amended to read as follows:

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby finds and determines:[as a legislative finding of fact that]

(1)
The institution, acquisition, preservation and continuation of mass transportation facilities to serve the general public is vital to the health, safety and material well-being of the citizens and inhabitants of the Commonwealth, and that the preservation and continuation of operations of mass transit facilities at reasonable rates to the public constitutes a proper application of the police power, will result in decreased automotive congestion, safer and more efficient utilization of the public ways, and the safe and effective movement of persons and property, and will thereby serve the public safety, health, convenience, enjoyment and general welfare; and

(2)
The Commonwealth provides strategic planning and ranks capital projects by priority for the state's public transit system as follows:

(a)
Intercity and interstate buses that move passengers and freight;

(b)
Rural public transportation vehicles that move passengers in the rural areas of the state;

(c)
Public transportation vehicles for the elderly and disabled that meet the special needs of their users;

(d)
Bus and transit systems in cities that provide scheduled passenger service; and

(e)
Transit planning in metropolitan areas.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 96A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A State Public Transit Advisory Commission is hereby created for the purpose of advising the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet on public transit issues and funding of public transit capital projects as provided for in this section. The commission shall be attached to the Transportation Cabinet for administrative purposes.

(2)
The State Public Transit Advisory Commission shall consist of ten (10) members appointed by the Governor as follows:

(a)
One (1) member shall be the president of the Kentucky Public Transit Association;

(b)
One (1) member shall be a representative of local transit authorities with less than twenty (20) transit buses;

(c)
One (1) member shall be a representative of local transit authorities with between twenty (20) and sixty (60) transit buses;

(d)
One (1) member shall be a representative of local transit authorities with between sixty (60) and two hundred (200) transit buses;

(e)
One (1) member shall be a representative of local transit authorities with more than two hundred (200) transit buses;

(f)
Two (2) members shall be representatives of Transportation Cabinet, the deputy state highway engineer for intermodal planning, or a designee of the deputy state highway engineer, and the director of the Office of Transportation Delivery, or a designee of the director;

(g)
Two (2) members shall be representatives of users of public transit services, one (1) of which shall be a user of paratransit services; and

(h)
One (1) member shall be the state director for air quality, or the director's designee.

(3)
Members of the State Public Transit Advisory Commission shall serve a four (4) year term and may be reappointed. Members shall serve without compensation, but may receive reimbursement for meeting expenses, except for members who are state employees.

(4)
The State Public Transit Advisory Commission shall meet quarterly and may meet more frequently upon the call of the chair or upon the written request of two (2) members to the chair. All meetings shall be open to the public and subject to the provisions governing open meetings under KRS 61.805 to 61.850. A written record of all meetings and actions taken shall be maintained by the commission.

(5)
Duties of the State Public Transit Advisory Commission shall include:

(a)
Conducting studies and assimilating data on the capital needs of public transportation;

(b)
Developing and recommending to the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet a two (2) year capital spending plan that shall be incorporated into the cabinet's biennial budget proposal;

(c)
Developing and updating, every two (2) years, a long-range plan which shall consist of a balanced six (6) year capital spending plan and a fourteen (14) year projected spending plan that shall be incorporated into the cabinet's Statewide Transportation Plan; and

(d)
Establishing spending criteria that shall include the priority of capital projects with an emphasis on:

1.
Replacement of vehicles and facilities;

2.
Capital projects and debt service commitments; and

3.
Development and funding of commuter and intercity rail projects.
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