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AN ACT relating to radiology practitioner assistants.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 311 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 3 of this Act unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
"Board" means the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure;

(2)
"Cabinet" means the Kentucky Cabinet for Health Services;

(3)
"Radiology practitioner assistant" means a health professional certified by the board to provide radiology health care services with physician supervision;

(4)
"Supervising physician" means a doctor of medicine or a doctor of osteopathy licensed by the board who supervises radiology practitioner assistants; and

(5)
"Supervision" means overseeing the activities of and accepting responsibility for the medical services rendered by a radiology practitioner assistant.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 311 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The board shall develop standards and a process to certify radiology practitioner assistants. To be eligible for certification as a radiology practitioner assistant an individual shall provide verification of the following:
(1)
Current membership in the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists;
(2)
A current Kentucky State Certified General Certificate Radiographer credential, issued by the cabinet, which meets American College of Radiology guidelines;
(3)
Five (5) years of experience as a practicing Kentucky State Certified General Certificate Radiographer;
(4)
Satisfactory completion of a board-approved program at a board-approved college or university; and
(5)
Satisfactory completion of appropriate coursework, training, and experience in performing procedures, including but not limited to fluoroscopy, mod barium swallow, needle localization, needle aspiration, thoracentesis, arthography, myelography, venography, angiography, and biopsy. An individual who seeks certification as a radiology practitioner assistant but who lacks the coursework, training, and experience in any of the procedures in this subsection, shall be considered for certification when successful completion in the areas lacking is presented to the board.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 311 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A that are reasonable and necessary for the performance of the various duties imposed upon the board by this section and Section 2 of this Act.

(2)
The board shall establish a seven (7) member Radiology Practitioner Assistant Advisory Committee, which shall review and make recommendations to the board regarding all matters relating to radiology practitioner assistants that come before the board. The matters shall include but not be limited to:

(a)
Applications for radiology practitioner assistant certification;

(b)
Renewal requirements;

(c)
Approval of supervising physicians;

(d)
Disciplinary actions; and

(e)
Promulgation and revision of administrative regulations.

(3)
The Radiology Practitioner Assistant Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the board and shall consist of seven (7) members, to include three (3) practicing radiology practitioner assistants, two (2) supervising physicians, one (1) member of the board, and one (1) citizen at large. Initial appointments shall be for two (2) years for two (2) members, three (3) years for two (2) members, and four (4) years for three (3) members. Terms thereafter shall be for four (4) years. Members shall serve no more than two (2) consecutive terms. Members shall receive no compensation but shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
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