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SUBJECT/TITLE
Motor Vehicle Licensing by non-citizens

SPONSOR
Senator David Williams

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County jail

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 1308 creates a new section of KRS 186 requiring the verification of United States citizenship for applicants for motor vehicle, motorcycle, and commercial driver's licenses.  If an individual is not a citizen of the United States, the department of vehicle regulation within the Transportation Cabinet shall inquire of the Immigration and Naturalization Service as to the applicant's status and whether the applicant is legally in the United States and when the legal residency is to end.  Falsification of any information relating to citizenship, visa, work, or residence status on a license application by an applicant is a Class D felony.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1308 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Drivers' licensing is the responsibility of the circuit clerk's office.  Though elected in each county, circuit clerks are officers of the circuit court and are not funded through the fiscal court, or other local government budgets.  The responsibility for reviewing the non-citizen's background and coordinating with the federal government is vested with the Transportation Cabinet, and again does not impact local governments.  The provision making falsification of any information relating to citizenship, visa, work, or residence status on a license application a Class D felony may have some modest impact of local governments.  Class D felons may be sentenced for a term of one (1) to five (5) years, and may serve the entirety of their term at the county jail.  The state, however, will reimburse the county for the cost of housing felons at a rate of $27.52 per day, commencing on the fifth day after sentencing.  All costs of incarceration of individuals convicted under the bill before that date would be borne by the county.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson, LRC; Harold Taylor, Daviess County jailer, President, Kentucky Jailers Association;
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