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AN ACT relating to motor vehicle and motorcycle operator's licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An applicant for a motor vehicle or motorcycle operator's license or commercial driver's license shall indicate on his or her application for a license if he or she is a citizen of the United States.
(2)
The applicant for an initial motor vehicle or motorcycle operator's license or commercial driver's license who claims to be a citizen of the United States shall present a birth certificate, United States passport, or other document permitted by the department by administrative regulation to the clerk for verification of citizenship.
(3)
If the applicant is not a citizen of the United States, he or she shall identify what country he or she is a citizen or subject of and shall identify his or her current visa, immigration, or other alien registration status and alien registration number.
(4)
Prior to issuing a license to an applicant who is not a citizen of the United States, the department shall inquire of the Immigration and Naturalization Service as to the applicant's status and whether the applicant is legally in the United States and when the legal residency in the United States is to end.
(5)
If the applicant is not a citizen of the United States and is seeking a commercial driver's license, the department shall additionally ascertain from the Immigration and Naturalization Service if the applicant's visa or immigration status permits the applicant to work in the United States and permits the applicant to become a commercial driver. If the Immigration and Naturalization Service verifies that the applicant is permitted to work in the United States and is permitted to operate a motor vehicle or motorcycle as a commercial driver, the department may issue the license if the applicant meets other applicable requirements for the issuance of a commercial driver's license.
(6)
If the applicant is legally in the United States, any license issued to the applicant shall be made to expire on its normal date or the date at which the applicant's stay in the United States is scheduled to end as determined by the Immigration and Naturalization Service, whichever is earlier.
(7)
A motor vehicle or motorcycle operator's license or commercial driver's license issued to a person who is not a citizen of the United States shall be a distinctive color, different from a license issued to a citizen of the United States, and bear such other distinctive identification as determined by the department by administrative regulation.
(8)
For the purposes of this section, any motor vehicle or motorcycle operator's license or commercial driver's license issued in the four (4) years following the effective date of this Act, shall be considered as an initial application for a license which requires verification of citizenship.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Falsification of any information relating to citizenship, visa, work, or residence status on a license application, as required by Section 1 of this Act, by an applicant is a Class D felony.
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