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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 527.040 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person is guilty of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon when he possesses, manufactures, or transports a firearm when he has been convicted of a felony, as defined by the laws of the jurisdiction in which he was convicted, in any state or federal court and has not:

(a)
Been granted a full pardon by the Governor or by the President of the United States;

(b)
Been granted relief by the United States Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968, as amended.

(2)
Possession of a firearm by a convicted felon is a Class D felony unless the firearm possessed is a handgun in which case it is a Class C felony.

(3)
The provisions of this section shall apply to any youthful offender convicted of a felony offense under the laws of this Commonwealth. The exceptions contained in KRS 527.100 prohibiting possession of a handgun by a minor shall not apply to this section.

(4)
The provisions of this section with respect to handguns, shall apply only to persons convicted after January 1, 1975, and with respect to other firearms, to persons convicted after July 15, 1994.

(5)
As used in this section, "firearm" means any weapon which will or is designed to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive but does not include an antique firearm.
(6)
As used in this section "antique firearm" means:
(a)
Any firearm, including any firearm with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system, manufactured in or before 1898; or

(b)
Any replica of any firearm described in paragraph (a) of this section if such replica:
1.
Is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition; or
2.
Uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition which is no longer manufactured in the United States and which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade; or
(c)
Any muzzle loading rifle, muzzle loading shotgun, or muzzle loading pistol, which is designed to use black powder or a black powder substitute, and which cannot used fixed ammunition. For the purposes of this subsection, the term "antique firearm" shall not include any weapon which incorporates a firearm frame or receiver, or any firearm which is converted into a muzzle loading weapon, or any muzzle loading weapon which can be readily converted to fire fixed ammunition by replacing the barrel, bolt, breechblock, or any combination thereof.
(7)
The provisions of subsection (5) or (6) of this section shall not be interpreted to mean that a convicted felon may receive a concealed deadly weapon license pursuant to KRS 237.110 to carry an antique firearm.
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