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AN ACT designating The Lexington Singers as the official state Commonwealth Chorus.

WHEREAS, The Lexington Singers, founded in 1959, is one of the nation's oldest continuously performing choral groups; and

WHEREAS, The Lexington Singers was founded not only to provide musicians the opportunity to perform great choral music, but to share the joy of that music with members of the community; and

WHEREAS, the primary mission of The Lexington Singers is to bring together people of diverse backgrounds through the medium of music; and

WHEREAS, the group's first seventeen years were under the baton of its first director, Phyllis Jenness of the University of Kentucky music faculty, who led them in their first concert on March 22, 1960, and through many subsequent accomplishments, including their first Holiday and Pops concerts; a performance of Mozart's Coronation Mass with the newly formed Central Kentucky Philharmonic Orchestra, a forerunner of the Lexington Philharmonic; the American premier of Wilfred Josephs' Requiem at Carnegie Hall in January 1967; and a three week concert tour of Romania in the summer of 1974; and

WHEREAS, their second conductor, James Ross Beane of Morehead State University, and accompanist and assistant director Jay Flippin, led the chorus for the next twenty-one years, focusing on the performance of major choral works with orchestra such as Beethoven's Ninth Symphony in 1976 with the Lexington Philharmonic Orchestra and in 1984 with the Louisville Orchestra in the first choral concert at the Kentucky Center for the Arts; and the annual spring Pops concerts with Jay Flippin's many arrangements of special medleys; and

WHEREAS, Jay Flippin continues his twenty-six consecutive years as accompanist and arranger for the singers; and

WHEREAS, in 1997, following the resignation of their second conductor, The Lexington Singers chose Jefferson Johnson, director of choral activities at the University of Kentucky, who has led them in such achievements as a performance of Bach's Magnificat, the group's fortieth anniversary concert in 1999; the premier performance of Joseph Baber's An American Requiem; Faure's Requiem in New York City's Carnegie Hall; and a European tour, in which they gave concerts in Vienna with the Mozart Orchestra, and in Salzburg, Innsbruck, and Paris, France, where they performed Mozart's Missa Brevis in the Cathedral of Notre Dame; and

WHEREAS, The Lexington Singers continue in their forty-third year not only to present quality choral performances of a wide range of major choral literature, but also to serve as a musical expression of the compassion, joy, patriotism, and holiday spirit of the community at large;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Lexington Singers, founded in 1959 in Lexington, Kentucky, is named and designated as the official state Commonwealth Chorus.
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