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An Act relating to elections
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerk, Precinct Election Sheriffs

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 953 requires the State Board of Elections to furnish each county clerk with a master list of all registered voters in the county, a signature roster of all registered voters in each precinct of the county on which each voter's party affiliation will be included, and two lists of all registered voters in each precinct of the county at least five days prior to each special election.  The measure also requires the State Board of Elections to make available on its web site the election results and voter turnout information for primary, special, and regular elections.

BR 953 requires each county's precinct election officer to file a report with the county board of elections, the State Board of Elections and with the grand jury within three days after any primary, special, or general election that includes any irregularities observed and any recommendations for improving the election process.  Within 10 days after any primary, general or special election, the county board of elections must file a report with the State Board of Elections, the Registry of Election Finance, and the local grand jury that includes any irregularities observed and any recommendations for improving the elections process.  The report must also include a breakdown by precinct of the number of voters requiring assistance to vote and the reasons therefor; the number of special ballots cast by category; the tabulation sheets showing the results from each precinct and the precinct voter lists required by KRS 117.275; and any other information required by the State Board of Elections.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 953 on county governments is indeterminable but likely minimal.  The additional information required from precinct election sheriffs after special elections will result in some added expense to county governments but the impact is expected to be very small.  In addition precinct election sheriffs must now also file all specified reports with the State Board of Elections resulting some added copying and postage expense for the county government.  

Most of the information required by BR 953 for primary and general elections is already supplied by the county board of elections, with the only addition being the tabulation sheets showing the results from each precinct and the precinct voter lists required by KRS 117.275.  The measure also requires that all information supplied to the State Board of Elections, the Registry of Finance and the local grand jury for primary and general elections now be provided after each special election.  The increase amount of paperwork is expected to result in some added expenses for counties, but the impact should be minimal.  According to a representative from the Kentucky County Clerks Association, BR 953 would require minimal amount of work for the precinct election sheriff and very little work for the county clerk's office at a minimum expense.
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