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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the death penalty


Sponsor(s):   Sen Neal
Introduction Date:1/9/02
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to impose a 2 year moratorium on executions in Kentucky; require the Criminal Justice Council to make recommendations with regard to the imposition of the death penalty to the 2004 General Assembly by providing the recommendations to the Judiciary Committee no later than July 1, 2003.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

To carry out the imposition of a death sentence, the Department invests additional staff time to ensure security and a humane execution procedure.  Among other things, this involves coordination with and cooperation from a number of law enforcement agencies.  When a capital sentence is ordered by the Courts to be carried out, the Department’s workload is increased primarily at the institution where the execution occurs, in this case, the Kentucky State Penitentiary.  A moratorium would, therefore, provide a temporary delay to the anticipated increase in this workload.   There are no significant additional costs or savings, however, for this Department.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
A moratorium on capital punishment has the potential to delay increased administrative workloads associated with its application.  This bill as proposed will likely neither materially increase nor decrease the administrative costs of the Department of Corrections.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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