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Expenditures (+/-)





Net Effect

No Impact
No Impact


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE: SB 90/GA amends the definition of a "qualified mental health professional" in KRS 202 and KRS 600, and provides immunity from liability to mental health professionals who fail to warn of patient's violent behavior if an actual threat is not communicated; provides immunity to mental health professionals who disclose information to third parties when the duty to warn is actualized; extends immunity and corresponding duty to warn to a professional counselor, a licensed marriage and family therapist, and a certified art therapist; amends the definitions of "counselor" in KRE 506 by changing the definition of a “certified” family therapist to “licensed” family therapist; and declares an emergency.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  SB 90/GA amends KRS 202A.011 and 202B.010 to include in the definition of a "qualified mental health professional" a licensed marriage and family therapist and a professional counselor with three years of experience in psychiatric mental health practice and currently employed by a licensed hospital or forensic facility, a psychiatric unit of a general hospital, a private agency engaged in providing mental health services, or a regional community mental health or mental retardation program; amends KRS 202A.400 to provide immunity from liability to mental health professionals who fail to warn of patient's violent behavior if an actual threat is not communicated; provides immunity to mental health professionals who disclose information to third parties when the duty to warn is actualized; extends immunity and corresponding duty to warn to a professional counselor, a licensed marriage and family therapist, and a certified art therapist; amends KRS 600.020 to include in the definition of "qualified mental health professional" a licensed family therapist and a professional counselor with three years of experience and currently employed in a licensed hospital or forensic psychiatric facility, a psychiatric unit of a general hospital , or a regional comprehensive care center; amends KRS 645.270 to provide immunity from liability to mental health professionals who fail to warn of a patient's violent behavior if an actual threat is not communicated; provides immunity to mental health professionals who disclose information to third parties when the duty to warn is actualized; extends immunity and corresponding duty to warn to a professional counselor, a licensed marriage and family therapist, and a certified art therapist; amends the definitions of "counselor" in KRE 506 by changing the definition of a “certified” family therapist to “licensed” family therapist; and declares an emergency.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  SB 90/GA has no state fiscal impact.
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