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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a task force on cumulative trauma and repetitive stress disorders.

WHEREAS, the terms "cumulative trauma disorders" and "repetitive stress disorders" refer to a group of injuries and disorders that result from performing the same physical function or motion over and over again; and

WHEREAS, cumulative trauma disorders and repetitive stress disorders such as back injuries and carpal tunnel disorders are occurring at epidemic proportions, with 1.8 million American workers reporting such disorders annually, which result in lost work time for 600,000 American workers; and

WHEREAS, carpal tunnel disorders account for forty percent of all workers' compensation claims nationwide; and 

WHEREAS, medical costs associated with cumulative trauma and repetitive stress disorders are significant, and related costs resulting from loss of productivity, rehiring and retraining employees, and overtime are estimated to be three to five times greater than related medical costs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   There shall be created a Task Force on Cumulative Trauma and Repetitive Stress Disorders. The task force shall be charged to make recommendations regarding the impact of cumulative trauma and repetitive stress disorders on employees and employers in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The members of the task force shall include:

(1)
One member of the House of Representatives who shall serve as co-chair, appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2)
One member of the Senate who shall serve as co-chair, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(3)
The secretary of the Labor Cabinet or the secretary's designee; 

(4)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Economic Development, or the secretary's designee; and

(5)
The following members to be appointed by the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
One individual representing labor interests;

(b)
One individual representing business interests;

(c)
One individual representing the safety and health profession;

(d)
One individual representing the workers' compensation insurance

industry; and

(e)
One individual representing the medical community in the field of 

cumulative trauma and repetitive stress disorders. 

Section 3.   The Task Force on Cumulative Trauma and Repetitive Stress Disorders shall make a final report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than July 1, 2003.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternately assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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