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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing that the POW/MIA flag be flown at the Kentucky Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

WHEREAS, the history of America has been shaped by the dedicated service of brave men and women in our Armed Forces who have answered the call of America’s highest patriotic duty; and 

WHEREAS, while we honor our Kentucky veterans in many ways for their commitment to duty, honor, and country, as well as their strength, courage, and sacrifice, it is equally important to remember those who served overseas in the Armed Forces who remain unaccounted for and are still officially missing in action; and 

WHEREAS, there are still nearly two thousand American Armed Forces servicemen who remain missing or unaccounted for and whose whereabouts remain unknown from the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, the families of these courageous Kentuckians who served in Vietnam, America’s longest war, deserve to know that America and the Commonwealth of Kentucky have not forgotten their dedication and outstanding contribution to the security of this nation and Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the National League of Families of American Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast Asia has adopted an official black and white banner which signifies across America this nation’s missing servicemen and our unwavering determination to obtain a full and official accounting for them; and

WHEREAS, the POW/MIA flag is displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda where it stands as a powerful reminder of our national commitment to America’s POW/MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has been achieved for all United States Armed Forces servicemen still missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, the POW/MIA flag is displayed at all eight of the U.S. Capitol offices of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation, which flag has become, next to the American flag, the most prominently displayed flag across America and unique in our nation’s history; and

WHEREAS, the importance of the POW/MIA flag to the Kentucky Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial lies in the memorial’s visibility from the seat of Kentucky state government, including our Capitol, the Governor’s Mansion, and related public offices in Frankfort, and its flying every day would be a constant reminder of the plight of America’s POW/MIAs and the suffering and grief of their families; and

WHEREAS, there are still at least fourteen Kentucky Vietnam veterans officially unaccounted for from the Vietnam War, and the Joint Executive Council of Veterans’ Organizations of Kentucky, the Governor’s Advisory Board for Veterans’ Affairs, as well as the Kentucky State Council—Vietnam Veterans of America, Kentucky American Legion, Kentucky Veterans of Foreign Wars, Kentucky Disabled American Veterans, representing Kentucky’s veterans’ service organizations, have officially passed resolutions supporting the flying of the POW/MIA flag every day over their Kentucky Vietnam Veterans Memorial until all Kentucky Vietnam veterans are officially and appropriately accounted for; and

WHEREAS, a similar resolution is pending in the United States Senate, with the support of both of Kentucky’s senators and many senators across the country, requiring that the POW/MIA flag be flown every day that the American flag is flown at the World War II Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that our Kentucky soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines be reminded of the unwavering support of all Americans and all Kentuckians to ensure that those who go in harm’s way will not be left behind nor their service and sacrifice forgotten if they are missing in action, and they will be remembered in a significant way; and

WHEREAS, to show our support for our current Kentucky veterans serving at home and abroad and our unwavering patriotic support of America’s Armed Forces deployed overseas, it is the will of the General Assembly that any memorial to Vietnam veterans constructed on property owned by the Commonwealth shall be maintained consistent with the patriotic purpose of flying the flags of the United States of America, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the POW/MIA flag to recognize the contribution of Kentuckians who served in the Vietnam War;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Commonwealth of Kentucky shall fly the flag of the United States of America, the flag of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the POW/MIA flag at any memorial to Vietnam veterans constructed on property owned by the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  The POW/MIA flag shall fly until all Kentuckians who served in the Vietnam War are accounted for.

Section 2.   The flying of the flag of the United States of America, the flag of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the POW/MIA flag shall be deemed to demonstrate the patriotic purpose for use of property owned by the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the purpose of recognizing the contribution of Kentuckians who served in the Vietnam War.

Section 3.   Any agreement currently entered into between the Commonwealth of Kentucky and any entity maintaining a Vietnam Memorial on property owned by the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall not be deemed modified or terminated in any way by the enactment of this joint resolution.

Section 4.   No state agency shall initiate or defend any legal action to enforce this joint resolution against any existing entity; however, the Secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall take such action as administratively feasible to implement this joint resolution.

Section 5.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Adjutant General, Department of Military Affairs, Boone National Guard Center, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, the Secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet, and any other entity which currently maintains a Vietnam Veterans Memorial on property owned by the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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