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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming Kentucky Route 15 in Letcher County the "Paul Mason Memorial Highway."

WHEREAS, one of the most compassionate voices of the disabled and dispossessed in our society was silenced on December 8, 1999, when State Representative Paul Mason died at the age of 63 from a brain aneurysm; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure in the Kentucky General Assembly, which spanned from his election in 1986 until his death in 1999, Paul Mason served on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, Health and Welfare Committee, Transportation Committee, Natural Resources and Environment Committee, Labor and Industry Committee, and the Judiciary-Civil Committee; and

WHEREAS, it was in his role as Chair of the Appropriations and Revenue Budget Review Subcommittee on Human Resources that Paul Mason tirelessly championed the causes of the state's sick, poor, and needy; and

WHEREAS, Paul Mason was responsible for trend-setting initiatives by the state for child protective services, medical access in all areas of the state, and home visits by state employees to help isolated senior citizens arrange medical care; and

WHEREAS, Paul Mason became a crusader for AIDS education, testing, and rights for AIDS patients as a result of his daughter Belinda contracting the disease after she received a blood transfusion while giving birth in 1987; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth lost not only a statesman the day Paul Mason died, but she and all of her citizens lost a true humanitarian, for Paul Mason always put the needs of others before his own;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, do hereby posthumously proclaim Paul Mason, the Gentleman from Letcher 91, to have been an outstanding citizen and exemplary representative of the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name Kentucky Route 15 in Letcher County, from the Knott County line to the intersection of Kentucky Route 15 and United States Route 119 in Whitesburg, the "Paul Mason Memorial Highway."

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs on Kentucky Route 15 in Letcher County, at the Knott County line and at the intersection of Kentucky Route 15 and United States Route 119 in Whitesburg, that read "Paul Mason Memorial Highway."
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