UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/25/02
02 REG. SESS.
02 RS BR 2172


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Dr. Joseph Gavi.

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Gavi, an esteemed member of the Louisville and Jefferson County community, and well-known restaurateur, was born in Minsk, USSR, now Belarus, in November, 1930; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Gavi was ten years of age when the Germans invaded and occupied Minsk, Russia on June 28, 1941, and within the next several months, the Germans built the Minsk Ghetto, second in size to the ghetto in Warsaw, and thereby forcing some 100,000 Jews into exceedingly cramped and unsanitary conditions, among whom were Joseph, his mother, Rachel, and his father, Naum, and with other family members; and, soon thereafter, the German Army and their Byelorussian collaborators began slaughtering innocent men, women, and children of Jewish descent, and during one of their killing sprees, Joseph and his family barely escaped death; and

WHEREAS, in 1941, Joseph Gavi was of very small stature for his age, and even now at the age of seventy, he stands only four feet, eleven inches in height, and because of his small size and his mental maturity, he was successful in leading between 200 and 300 people out of the ghetto, through gaps in fences and walls, and into the Naleboki Forest where they were protected by Russian partisans; the Russian partisans believed he could be more helpful in the war effort by joining their ranks, therefore, Joseph became a reconnaissance worker, helping to destroy railroad tracks used by the enemy, and ferreting out enemy collaborators; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Gavi's only regret in being a partisan was that his mother and younger brother Leva, who was born in the ghetto, remained in Minsk, and Joseph eventually obtained permission from his superiors to return one last time to the ghetto, and with great difficulty and close encounters with the German soldiers, he was able to lead his remaining family members to the freedom of the Naleboki Forest; nevertheless, he lost a grandfather, a grandmother, and saddest of all, his beloved father, Naum, to the ghetto; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Gavi received many medals from the USSR, and upon learning that it would be impossible for him to attend military school, Joseph Gavi enlisted in the Soviet Navy while not yet a teenager, and was assigned to mine-sweeping vessels in the Gulf of Finland; he was discharged from the Soviet Navy upon the insistence of his mother who had been seeking his whereabouts, and he returned to Minsk at the age of fourteen; and in post-war Minsk, he held numerous jobs as a street worker, he worked in a photographic laboratory, and as a wrestler, and finally, he became a member of the Soviet mountain climbing corps, primarily in the Caucasus Mountains, to teach survival training to the Soviet Army; and

WHEREAS, during the war, Joseph could not attend school, and learned to read only during his tenure in the Soviet Navy, and afterwards, at his mother's insistence, he enrolled in school, and learned very quickly, so quickly, in fact, that he gained admittance into a university in Minsk, ultimately earning a Ph.D in Science and Physiology, and by 1961, he was a full-time teacher and researcher at the Bylorussian Polytechnic University; but, in 1978, he was fired because of anti-Semitism; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Gavi, his wife, Ida, and their two sons, Isaac and Alex, immigrated to the United States in 1978, lived in Chicago for three years, then decided to make Louisville their home where Dr. Gavi opened Gavi's Restaurant on South Seventh Street, which he has made into a successful business; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Joseph Gavi became naturalized in 1985, and he proudly asserts that "America is my home"; Dr. Joseph Gavi represents the finest in the United States today; he is a capitalist in the best sense of the word, a genuine hero, and the embodiment of the quest for freedom, dignity, and independence that is expressed so widely throughout the world today, and America is greatly enriched by Dr. Joseph Gavi's presence in our midst;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and applaud Dr. Joseph Gavi for his bravery as a young child in Minsk, Russia during its occupation by the German Army, his compassion for his fellow man, and his good citizenship. The Commonwealth of Kentucky is indeed honored to recognize Dr. Joseph Gavi as one of its own, and to wish to him success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Dr. Joseph Gavi.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Dr. Joseph Gavi.
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