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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of William E. "Bunny" Davis.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our friend and colleague, William E. "Bunny" Davis, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis was born on June 9, 1917, a native of Perryville, Boyle County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Danville, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 12, 2001; and

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis was the loving son of the late Lloyd and Hester Davis; he was the devoted husband of fifty-nine years to Lillian Beasley Davis; he was the loving father of three daughters, Ella Louise Davis and Dolores Davis, both of Michigan, and Jeanine Ford of Danville; and a son, John T. Davis of Danville; and he was the proud grandfather of 17 grandchildren and several great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis graduated from Danville Bate High School; he had a long and distinguished career in sports, beginning with his days as a football running back at Danvillle Bate High School where he was also named an All-State and All-American basketball player and anchored a championship high school relay team where he was nicknamed "bunny rabbit" because of his great speed and ducking and dodging ability, and was recognized as one of the fastest track men in the state, with a consistent 9.7 in the 100 yard dash, and in his senior year, he was clocked in at 9.6; his genius in the field of sports led him to become the graduate assistant backfield coach at Danville Bate High School under head coach William "Goody" Goodwin and to become head basketball coach at Westside High School in Harrodsburg, and he later returned to Danville Bate High School as backfield coach under coach William Summers; and

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis held the distinction of being part of the first integrated semi-pro baseball team in the South, the "Lexington Hustlers," that set a precedent for breaking down racial barriers in athletics and shaped the positive and productive interaction of all citizens of our society regardless of color or creed; he played baseball against many Hall of Famers, such as Willie Mays, Jackie Robinson, Satchel Paige, Cool Papa Bell and Josh Gibson; he was one of the first blacks to call integrated basketball in the Kentucky High School Athletic Association in Central Kentucky where he earned the rank of certified official, and, in 1991, he was inducted into the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Sports Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis was a successful businessman who was held in high esteem by the Danville and Boyle County communities where he was city commissioner for 13 years and served as mayor pro tem; he was highly regarded for his effective advocacy on behalf of Danville and Boyle County Senior Citizens, being instrumental in obtaining funding for their 25-passenger bus, and he could always be relied upon for support during fund-raising efforts; he was the first black selected to serve on Ephraim McDowell's Board of Directors, on Danville's United Way Board of Directors, on Danville's Selective Service Board, on Danville's Policeman's and Fireman's Merit Board, and on Danville's Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors; and to show their appreciation for his lifetime of stewardship rendered to his community, the City of Danvillle named their recreation building "The William E. 'Bunny' Davis Recreation Complex" in his honor; and

WHEREAS, William E. "Bunny" Davis was the chief doorkeeper of the House of Representatives for 28 years, where he announced the arrival of dignitaries, and when this honorable body reflects upon the memory of William E. "Bunny" Davis, we remember him not only for his many accomplishments and the friendships he made and sustained through the years, but also his compassion for and understanding of the common man, which he demonstrated daily throughout his life; and

WHEREAS, all who knew and admired William E. "Bunny" Davis will grieve over their loss, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of William E. "Bunny" Davis, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness William E. "Bunny" Davis brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of William E. "Bunny" Davis.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Lillian Beasley Davis, 598 West Lexington Avenue, Danville, Kentucky 40422.
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