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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Ray A. Barker, Sr., Sir Friendly "C".

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, Ray A. Barker, Sr. is a native of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he is a law enforcement officer for the City of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Ray A. Barker, Sr. has always been an active and involved citizen in the Louisville and Jefferson County community where, in 1972, he was the recipient of the YMCA Boy of the Year Award; in 1987, he was named the International Corrections Officer of the Year; in 1991, he received the City of Louisville Volunteer Award, the NAACP Community Service Award, the Louisville and Kentucky Chapter I. A. P. E. S. Awards, and the Bell Award from the Spirit of Louisville Foundation; in 1992, he received the Optimist Club's Annual Law Enforcement Award; in 1993, he was presented the D. A. R. E. Officer Award, the Entertainer of the Year Award, the Exceptional Merit Award, and the Director's Community Leadership Award from the FBI; in 1994, he was the recipient of the Martin Luther King Award; in 1995, he was presented the Louisville Courier-Journal Make A Difference Day Award, the WAVE-TV S. T. E. P. Award, and Men of Influence Award; in 1996, he received the Red Ribbon Award; in 1998, he was recognized as one of the Top Ten Police Officers in the Nation by Parade Magazine and International Association of Chiefs of Police; in 1999, his biography was included in the Who's Who in Executives and Professionals; and in 2000, he was the recipient of the Building Good Character Award; and

WHEREAS, through the years, Ray A. Barker, Sr. has used his talents and intelligence to the best of his ability; he recognized that youth are exposed to more hazards in their daily lives than they can physically handle, and in the fall of 1988, he developed a character named Sir Friendly "C" to promote a healthier lifestyle for youths in his community by encouraging positive behavior through positive alternatives, and by incorporating music and education into a motivational, educational program; and there have been numerous newspaper and magazine articles written describing efforts and achievements by Sir Friendly "C" in promoting the "Stop Drugs-Stop Violence" message; in 1992, he continued his message by starting a nonprofit organization entitled Sir Friendly "C" Inc., and the results from this program have been overwhelmingly successful; since 1989, over $200,000 has been raised, with 85% being spent on the programs, and 15% spent on operational expenses; the program has recognized and awarded over 145 people in the community for their unselfishness in making the world a better place; over $100,000 in scholarship money has been earned by youth that have participated in the S. F. C. Youth Corporation, and since its inception, Sir Friendly "C" and volunteers have answered over 20,000 letters from youth who have attended assembly hall programs and requested a music cassette tape to reinforce in their minds and in the minds of their friends the importance of avoiding drugs and violence;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby commend and applaud Ray A. Barker, Sr. for his vision and insight. He has demonstrated strong character, and is an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched. His contributions to the youth of his community are beyond measure and will have lasting impact.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Ray A. Barker, Sr., Sir Friendly "C".

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Ray A. Barker, Sr., Sir Friendly "C" Inc., P. O. Box 11871, Louisville, Kentucky 40251.
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