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A RESOLUTION urging the President of the United States, the United States Congress, and Kentucky's Congressional delegation to make prescription drug coverage for seniors an integral part of the Medicare program.

WHEREAS, access to prescription drugs is of particular importance to the health and well-being of seniors in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, as well as across the nation; and

WHEREAS, since 1965, Medicare has provided health security for seniors, but the lack of prescription drug coverage demonstrates that Medicare has not kept up with the modern advances in health care; and

WHEREAS, there is well-documented evidence that newer prescription drugs have a greater impact on the health and well-being of seniors today than they did in the 1960's when Medicare was created; and 

WHEREAS, the rising cost of prescription drugs and the lack of coverage presents major barriers to many seniors in accessing quality health care; and

WHEREAS, over 158,000 Kentucky seniors lack any type of prescription drug coverage, with 66,000 of these seniors having incomes less than 150% of the federal poverty level; and

WHEREAS, Americans age 65 and older pay an average of $1,205 a year for prescription drugs, which is projected to rise to $2,810 by year 2010; and

WHEREAS, prescription drug expenditures increased by 17 percent during 1999 and are expected to continue to increase at a rate of 15-18 percent annually; and 

WHEREAS, senior citizens in Kentucky spend 41 percent of their out-of-pocket health care costs on prescription drugs, which is the highest in the nation; and

WHEREAS, senior citizens in Kentucky spend 67 percent of their total drug costs out-of-pocket, which is the highest percentage in the nation; and

WHEREAS, the average cost per prescription for the elderly increased by 48 percent between 1992 and 2000, and is projected to increase to 156 percent of the 1992 cost by 2010; and

WHEREAS, individuals without prescription drug coverage pay an average of six times more for their generic medications, and three times as much for brand name medications than individuals with coverage; and

WHEREAS, virtually all Medicare beneficiaries use prescriptions drugs on a regular basis, filling an average of 22 prescriptions in 1998; and

WHEREAS, Medicare beneficiaries without prescription drug coverage average nearly eight fewer medications per year than their counterparts with coverage, and those who were in poor health and lacked coverage averaged 15 fewer medications than their counterparts; and

WHEREAS, the lack of prescription drug coverage and the continued increase in drug costs are major barriers to seniors in accessing the medicines that they need to stay healthy, particularly for those who are in poor health and those with low incomes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the President of the United States, the United States Congress, and Kentucky's Congressional delegation to strengthen the health security of our seniors and disabled citizens by adding prescription drug coverage to the Medicare program.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the President of the United States, each member of the United States Congress, and to each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation.
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