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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Josephine Dempsey Warinner.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Josephine Dempsey Warinner, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Josephine Dempsey Warinner, a native of Alderson, West Virginia, and longtime resident of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, was born on August 21, 1909, and she traversed these earthly bounds on December 30, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Josephine Dempsey Warinner was the devoted wife of the late Senator Ed P. Warinner; she was the loving mother of two daughters, Joanne Warinner Sawyer of Lexington and Harriet Warinner Hile of Taylorsville, and two sons, Edgar Paul Warinner, Jr. of Dover, Ohio, and Iverson Louis Warinner of Louisville; she was the proud grandmother of David Hartwell Sawyer III, Stephen Shelby Warinner Sawyer, Paula Ann Warinner Hochstetler, Edmond Paul Warinner, John David Warinner, Michael Allen Warinner, Jonathan Dempsey Hile, Stephen Paul Hile, Nicholas Joseph Hile, Stephen Eugene Hile, and Scott Thomas Hile; and great-grandmother of Stephen Andon, Lucinda Fonta, Katherine Shelby Hartwell, Evan Alexander Sawyer, Rebecca Arbella Sawyer, Madisyn Elizabeth Warinner, Meredith Gabrielle Warinner, Edward Paul Warinner, Sydney Nicole Warinner, Jake David Warinner, Josie Elaine Hile, Stephanie Lynn Hile, and Meghan Ann McKinney; and she was a loving aunt to eight nieces and nephews, and a friend to her loving caregivers Keefe Mills, Helena Brooks and Zenobia "Peaches" Couch; and

WHEREAS, Josephine Dempsey Warinner graduated from the Greenbrier School for Women in 1928; she was a highly respected member of the Albany, Clinton County, and Louisville, Jefferson County communities; while in Albany, she joined her husband in pioneering community and political leadership; she was president of the Albany Woman's Club, and was elected to the prestigious post of regional governor for the Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs; she served on the Republican Party State Board, chaired the annual Lincoln Day Banquet at Cumberland Falls State Park, and was regional manager for John Sherman Cooper's 1957 election victory; and she was also the first woman to compete on the Republican state ticket when she ran for Auditor of Public Accounts in 1959; later, she worked as a Clerk in the Jefferson County Quarterly Court and worked in the Department of Labor as a wage and hour investigator; and

WHEREAS, Josephine Dempsey Warinner was a member of the St. Matthews Women's Club, where she held various offices, including vice president; she was also elected president of the St. Matthews Business and Professional Women's Club, where she served as state chairperson and host to the Business and Professional Women's Club National Convention in Louisville in 1975, which led her to be featured in Stewart's "Bravo" Column of the Courier Journal; and

WHEREAS, Josephine Dempsey Warinner was a devout Christian and served in various leadership positions with the Beechwood Baptist Church, where she volunteered as pianist for the church; she was president of the Women's Missionary Union, and served as president of the Long Run Association of Baptist Women; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Josephine Dempsey Warinner has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Josephine Dempsey Warinner, and extends to her family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence and social consciousness Josephine Dempsey Warinner brought to her community and to the Commonwealth of Kentucky will never be forgotten, and her influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Josephine Dempsey Warinner.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Iverson Louis Warinner, 2912 Bowman Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.
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