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A RESOLUTION declaring February 28, 2002 as Mental Illness and Substance Abuse Treatment Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, recent national initiatives, including the White House Conference on Mental Health and the United States Surgeon General's Report on Mental Health have promoted the concept that mental health is fundamental to health care; and

WHEREAS, mental disorders constitute four of the ten leading causes of disability for persons age five years and older; and

WHEREAS, at least one in five citizens in the Commonwealth will experience a mental health or substance abuse disorder in their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky currently ranks forty-fourth nationally in spending for mental health and substance abuse disorders; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Commission on Services and Supports for Individuals with Mental Illness, Alcohol and Other Drug Disorders, and Dual Diagnoses, known as the "843 Commission", recently issued its first statewide report to focus attention on the needs of Kentuckians who have a mental illness or substance abuse disorder; and

WHEREAS, thousands of Kentuckians participated in local needs assessment and planning initiatives as part of the fourteen regional planning councils of the 843 Commission;

WHEREAS, while it is estimated that over 446,000 Kentuckians have some form of mental disorder, less than one-third actually seek mental health treatment; and

WHEREAS, important efforts are being made locally and statewide to combat the stigma associated with mental illness and substance abuse disorders;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body praises and extends its commendation to the many citizens of Kentucky who work diligently with the Regional Planning Councils as they address mental health and substance abuse needs within their communities.

Section 2.   This honorable body praises and extends its commendation to the legislators and executive branch personnel members of the 843 Commission for their ongoing commitment to improving mental health and substance abuse services in Kentucky.

Section 3.   This honorable body hereby declares February 28, 2002, as Mental Illness and Substance Abuse Treatment Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to members of the Kentucky Commission on Services and Supports for Individuals with Mental Illness, Alcohol and Other Drug Disorders, and Dual Diagnoses, to the Kentucky Association of Regional Mental Health/Mental Retardation Programs for distribution to the Regional Planning Councils, to the executive directors of the Regional Mental Health/Mental Retardation Boards, and to the Kentucky Mental Health Coalition for distribution to its members.
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