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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Paul Oberst.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Paul Oberst, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Paul Oberst was born on April 22, 1914, a native of Owensboro, Daviess County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 27, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Paul Oberst was the loving son of the late Albert and Marie Wittgen Oberst; he was the devoted husband of Elizabeth Durfee Oberst, and he was the loving father of four sons, Paul Oberst of Toronto, Canada, James Oberst of Lexington, George Oberst of Berea, and John Oberst of Monmouth, Oregon, and a loving daughter, Mary Oberst of Portland, Oregon; and he was the proud grandfather of eight grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Paul Oberst graduated from the University of Evansville in Indiana, he received his bachelor of law degree from the University of Kentucky, and a master of law degree from the University of Michigan; he taught at the University of Kentucky College of Law from 1946 to 1982, and he was acting dean of the law school from 1966 to 1967; during his tenure at the University of Kentucky, he was instrumental in having University of Kentucky faculty members added to the university's board of trustees, and he also served three terms as a trustee; he was chairman of the University of Kentucky Board of Student Publications, which had jurisdiction over all campus publications, and he served several terms on the University of Kentucky faculty senate; and he was a visiting professor at law schools around the country, and he taught at a Princeton University special orientation program in American law for lawyers from other countries in 1965 and 1967; and

WHEREAS, Paul Oberst was a leader of the civil rights movement, and a champion of academic freedom; he dedicated his life to human rights, as evidenced in 1948, when he commuted to Frankfort to teach law to John Hatch, a black man barred from the University of Kentucky campus because of segregation; he was a member of the Kentucky Human Rights Commission for 22 years, and served as chairman for seven years; and he also served as chairman of the Kentucky Advisory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights, and he was one of the chief authors of Kentucky's 1966 Civil Rights Law; and

WHEREAS, Paul Oberst was honored by the Central Kentucky Civil Liberties Union in 2000 for his contributions to civil liberties in the Commonwealth; he was inducted into the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame in 2001, and he was inducted into the University of Kentucky College of Law Alumni Hall of Fame in 1997; he was the recipient of the Kentucky Chapter of the American Association of University Professors' first academic freedom award in 1976, and in 1965, he was honored by the Lexington Chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews with the organization's Brotherhood Award; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Paul Oberst has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Paul Oberst, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Paul Oberst.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Elizabeth Durfee Oberst, 829 Sherwood Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40504.
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