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A RESOLUTION honoring the Murray State Men's Basketball Team.

WHEREAS, the Murray State Men's Basketball Team has traditionally been a powerhouse in the Ohio Valley Conference; and

WHEREAS, this season the Murray State Men's Basketball Team encountered a much more difficult journey on its way to March Madness, evidenced by the fact that at the end of January, the team had a 9-11 overall record and were in seventh place in the OVC standings; and

WHEREAS, injuries plagued the Murray State Men's Basketball Team and most of the season the team played with only seven scholarship players, yet the team persevered and finished in third place in the Ohio Valley Conference; and

WHEREAS, the Murray State Men's Basketball Team has won 10 of 11 games since its loss on January 26th, ending the season with a 19-12 record; and

WHEREAS, the Murray State Men's Basketball Team captured the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament Championship by defeating the conference regular season champion by a score of 70-69; and

WHEREAS, the thrilling ending to the championship game, and a championship season, came with only nine seconds left when a running floater by guard Justin Burdine found nothing but net before an audience of 3,216 in the Kentucky International Convention Center; and

WHEREAS, Murray State Men's Basketball Coach Tevester Anderson called this victory the biggest win of his coaching career; and

WHEREAS, the win gave Murray State University its 11th league tournament title and earned the Men's Basketball Team their first NCAA Tournament appearance since 1999;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby honor and commend Coach Anderson and each member of the Murray State Men's Basketball Team upon the occasion of their crowning achievement by becoming this season's Ohio Valley Conference Basketball Champions.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes the hard work and dedication these young and gifted athletes have made to Murray State University and the Murray community, as well as to the entire state.

Section 3.   The Senate proudly proclaims Coach Anderson and each member of the Murray State Men's Basketball Team to be outstanding citizens and exemplary representatives of the Commonwealth.

Section 4.   The Senate extends its best wishes for continued success to the Murray State Men's Basketball Team as it enters the NCAA Tournament.
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