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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell.

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell was born on March 25, 1920, a native of Boston, Massachusetts, and longtime resident of Morehead, Rowan County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on February 28, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell was the loving daughter of the late John M. and Sallie Johnson Palmer; she was the devoted wife of Dr. James H. Powell, and she was the loving mother of John D. Northcutt and his wife Helen, of Morehead; she was the proud grandmother of a grandson, John Palmer Northcutt and his wife Tina, of Morehead, and two great-granddaughters, Victoria Lynn Northcutt and Alexandria Leigh Northcutt; and she was the loving sister of Katherine P. Daugherty of Lexington Park, Maryland, and the proud aunt of a niece, Katherine Watts, and a nephew, Thomas Daugherty, both of Lexington Park, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell attended Transylvania University, and she received her A. B. and M. A. degrees from Morehead State University; and she earned her Ed.D. Degree in Elementary Education, Reading, and Psychology and completed her post-doctorate work in early childhood education at George Peabody College; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell began her teaching career in 1955 at Morehead State University as a second grade supervising teacher at University Breckinridge School, where she was a pioneer in elementary school accreditation, and where her leadership resulted in University Breckinridge School becoming the first Kentucky elementary school to be accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; she was one of the developers of the association's commission on elementary schools and worked with colleges from 10 other states to develop the commission's standards, and in 1989, her contributions were recognized when she was named the Kentucky Recipient of the Distinguished Education Achievement Award, and she was the recipient of Morehead State University's Distinguished Faculty Award in 1966, and the Founders Day Award for University Service in 1992; and

WHEREAS, for many years, Dr. Powell was Morehead State University's representative to the Kentucky Association of Teacher Education and a number of organizations concerned with early childhood education, Head Start, and child development programs; she was the administrator of the University-based federal programs for Supplementary Training for Head Start personnel, Head Start Regional Training officers, and Summer Head Start programs in 24 counties; and she was active in the University service region teaching classes, evaluating elementary schools and Head Start programs, and providing in-service education for public school teachers; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell was an esteemed member of the Morehead and Rowan County community where she was a member of the Morehead United Methodist Church, serving as a choir member, Sunday School teacher, and lay leader, and she had served on the administrative board, and had also been president of the Faith Circle and chairperson of Older Adults Ministry; she was former secretary of the Northeast Kentucky Hospital Association and former president of the St. Claire Medical Center Auxiliary; she was a volunteer with Hospice support groups, the American Cancer Society, and the Bloodmobile; and she was past president of the Rowan County Public Library board of trustees, and Business and Professional Women's Club, and she was a Chi Omega sorority alumna; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, and social consciousness Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dr. Mary Palmer Northcutt Powell.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. James H. Powell, c/o Northcutt & Son Home for Funerals, Inc., P. O. Box 388, Morehead, Kentucky 40351.
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