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A RESOLUTION honoring Milken National Educator Award winner Sheila Duncan.

WHEREAS, the Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award provides public recognition and an unrestricted financial award of $25,000 to elementary and secondary school teachers, principals, and other education professionals who further excellence in education; and

WHEREAS, the criteria for selection as a Milken National Educator Award winner require exceptional educational talent evidenced by outstanding instructional practices and leadership in the classroom, school, and profession; and

WHEREAS, educators selected as recipients of the Milken National Educator Award also are required to have an engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and impacts students, colleagues, and the community; and

WHEREAS, Sheila Duncan, a Spanish teacher at Boyd County High School, was selected as a Milken National Educator Award winner in 2001 as one of only three Kentucky educators to receive the award; and

WHEREAS, only 38 Kentucky educators have been selected for the Milken National Educators Award since Kentucky began participating in the program in 1993; and

WHEREAS, Sheila Duncan was selected for the award based on confidential recommendations from her supervisors and colleagues; and

WHEREAS, Sheila Duncan was commended in these recommendations for her authentic knowledge and understanding of the Spanish language and Latino culture and for her involvement of students as well as their parents and other community members actively in the learning process; and 

WHEREAS, Sheila Duncan was described by a colleague as a "guidance counselor, social worker, and mom all rolled into one for her students" in her activities as Spanish teacher and coordinator of the school's AVID (Achieving Via Individual Determination) Program which encourages and prepares mid-level students for college and postsecondary education;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate proudly honors Sheila Duncan for her selection as a Milken National Educator. Her outstanding achievements as a Boyd County High School Spanish teacher and coordinator of the Boyd County High School AVID Program have inspired not only her students, colleagues, and community members, but all individuals who are interested in supporting excellence in education.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Sheila Duncan, 12307 Midland Trail Road, Ashland, Kentucky 41102.
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