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A RESOLUTION honoring the working men and women of the Commonwealth of Kentucky who have expired while performing their duties, and urging Governor Paul E. Patton to declare April 28, 2002, as "Workers' Memorial Day."

WHEREAS, Workers' Memorial Day takes place each April 28th, an international day of remembrance of workers killed, disabled, injured or made unwell by their employment, and the slogan for the day is "Remember the dead-Fight for the living"; and

WHEREAS, April 28, 2002, will mark the thirty-first anniversary of the Occupational Safety and Health Act which was designed to protect working men and women in American workplaces; and

WHEREAS, on April 28th of each year, workers throughout the world gather together in a spirit of international solidarity to remember lost co-workers and pledge their continued support for improvements in workplace safety and health; and

WHEREAS, in the year 2000, 132 workers in the Commonwealth of Kentucky lost their lives while performing their duties, and others died as the result of occupational diseases, leaving behind families and loved ones that depended on them, while many more workers were disabled or injured; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the need to continue the fight for stronger job safety and health protections, and stronger standards of enforcement for safer workplaces, while never forgetting its fallen workers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby honor the working men and women of the Commonwealth of Kentucky who have expired on the job, and urges Governor Paul E. Patton to declare April 28, 2002, as "Workers Memorial Day" in tribute to those workers who have lost their lives because of workplace injuries and illnesses.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Paul E. Patton, Governor, Room 100, The State Capitol, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and to Mr. Bill Londrigan, President, Kentucky AFL-CIO, 340-1 Democrat Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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