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A RESOLUTION commending the Office of Early Childhood Development, its KIDS NOW program, and other accomplishments.

WHEREAS, current brain research demonstrates that 90% of the architectural structure of the brain is developed in the first three years of life and is critically influenced by the child's environment; and

WHEREAS, during the 2000 General Assembly, this great body passed House Bill 706, which was also known as the Early Childhood Development Initiative, to address this critical time in the lives of our youngest citizens; and 

WHEREAS, House Bill 706 created the KIDS NOW program, to be operated by the Office of Early Childhood Development; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the KIDS NOW program acknowledges that the future strength of the Commonwealth of Kentucky depends upon the healthy development of these young citizens; and

WHEREAS, the KIDS NOW program set as its goals to build upon existing resources, foster public-private partnerships, insure collaborative planning and implementation, and mobilize communities to support and strengthen families, assure that all children grow and develop to their full potential, provide high quality, accessible, affordable early child care and education options, and promote public awareness of the importance of the first years for the well-being of all Kentucky's citizens; and

WHEREAS, the KIDS NOW program has provided folic acid supplements and nutritional counseling to more than 70,000 women since the initiative began; and

WHEREAS, in the first half of Fiscal Year 2002, 99.19% of children born were screened through the Kentucky Infants' Sound Start; and

WHEREAS, over 48,000 home visits have been made since July 1, 2000, through the voluntary home visitation program for first time parents; and

WHEREAS, as of January 23, 2002, 200 child care centers have received a STAR rating, which illustrates the high quality care provided in these centers; and

WHEREAS, the Scholarship Fund for Childcare Providers has already assisted 1,744 childcare providers; and

WHEREAS, a support structure for this initiative has been developed through the appointment of the Early Childhood Development Authority, the Business Council, and the Professional Development Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of Early Childhood Development has demonstrated performance in meeting the goals established by the Early Childhood Development Initiative;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body commends the Office of Early Childhood Development for its innovative leadership and progress toward the long term implementation of the KIDS NOW initiative.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Kim F. Townley, Executive Director of the Office of Early Childhood Development, 700 Capitol Avenue, Room 133, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601.
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