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A RESOLUTION urging the U. S. Department of Health and Human Resources to review and revise the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program funding formula to provide parity between recipients in northern and southern states.

WHEREAS, the U. S. Department of Health and Human Resources allocates Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding to help low income recipients pay heating and cooling bills; and

WHEREAS, the allocation is based on a formula that takes into consideration the number of cold weather days in a region which has the effect of the greatest proportion of LIHEAP money being distributed to northern states; and

WHEREAS, this funding formula ignores two key facts, that extreme heat in the southern states leads to unusually high cooling bills that also threaten the budgets of low income households, and that eighty-five percent (85%) of LIHEAP qualified families live in the impoverished counties of the south;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Secretary of the U. S. Department of Health and Human Resources is urged to review and revise the formula used to allocate limited federal funding under the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program to better account for the impacts from high cooling energy bills on low income households and the disproportionate numbers of LIHEAP qualifying families in the southern states.

Section 2.   That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Secretary of the U. S. Department of Health and Human Resources.
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