UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/25/02
02 REG. SESS.
02 RS BR 2897


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Ira McDonald Gray.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Ira McDonald Gray, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray, a native of Westbourne, Tennessee, and longtime resident of Stamping Ground, Scott County, Kentucky, was born on June 30, 1934, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 21, 2001; and he was a member of the Presbyterian Church in Hazard, Kentucky, where he was raised; and

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray was the loving son of the late J. M. and Mildred Cagley Gray; he was the devoted husband of forty-four years to his loving wife, Constance McAuley Gray, with whom he entered into the bonds of holy matrimony on June 6, 1957, in Neon, Kentucky; he was the adored father of two loving daughters and sons-in-law, Nan Parker Gray and her husband, Edd Harrell, of Knoxville, Tennessee, and Lee Butler Gray Gillis, and her husband, David, of Stamping Ground, and he was the proud grandfather of a loving granddaughter, Constance Elizabeth Gillis, and two loving grandsons, Noah David Gillis and Jacob Benjamin Gillis, all of Stamping Ground; and he also leaves behind a loving sister and nephew, Barbara Gray Hanson and Don Gray Hanson; and a loving brother-in-law, James Potter McAuley, and his wife, Lois, and their children, James P. McAuley and his wife, Karen; James Robert McAuley and his wife Carla; Jodi McAuley Back and her husband, Rod, and their daughter, Isabella Nicole Back; and Bonnie Butler McAuley Wickizer and her husband, John, and their children, Katelyn Rebecca and John Travis Wickizer; and

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray graduated from the University of Kentucky with a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering and where he was also a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray was an active and involved citizen, and an esteemed member of the Scott County and Fayette County communities; during his professional career, he was founder and president of Gray Engineering, Inc., and he was a partner in Surface Mining Engineering in Lexington; he was a former assistant director of the Division of Reclamation for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and he served as a member of the Citizen's Advisory Committee on Planning and Zoning for Lexington and Fayette County; but he will best be remembered for his contribution to the Scott County community where he was a retired Civil Engineer for the joint Georgetown-Scott County Planning and Zoning Commission, a former director of the Scott County Courthouse Property Corporation, and a former vice-chairman of the Scott County Board of Zoning Adjustment; and

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray's genius was evidenced throughout his life with his expertise covering many areas: by profession, he was a licensed Civil Engineer, Sanitary Engineer, Land Surveyor, and Landscape Architect, and he was also an inventor who successfully received a patent on streamlined headwall design for which he was the recipient of an award from United Inventors and Scientists of America; and

WHEREAS, Ira McDonald Gray was a Mason and a member of Scott County Lodge #702 F & A M, he was a past board member of the Scott County Red Cross, and he was a loyal member and past chairman of the Scott County Republican Party; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Ira McDonald Gray, who also was affectionately known as "Ira" or "Don" Gray by his friends and his loving family, has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Ira McDonald Gray, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Ira McDonald Gray.

Section 3.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Ira McDonald Gray brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue through all the lives he touched.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Constance McAuley Gray, 1140 Graves Pike, Stamping Ground, Kentucky 40379.
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