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A RESOLUTION honoring veteran American journalist Helen Thomas.

WHEREAS, Helen Thomas is a legendary veteran journalist of almost sixty years, with forty of those years spent covering the White House; and

WHEREAS, Helen Thomas was born in Winchester, Kentucky, in 1920, and raised in Detroit, Michigan, by her Lebanese immigrant parents whom she credits with instilling in her a strong sense of morality, a love of learning, the value of education, and a passionate sense of justice; and

WHEREAS, in 1943, her journalism degree from Wayne State University in hand, Ms. Thomas went to Washington, her sights set on getting a reporting job; and

WHEREAS, beginning with her copy-aide job at the Washington Daily News, and continuing as correspondent for United Press International, eventually covering the FBI, the Justice Department, the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and The White House, Ms. Thomas turned her hard work and expertise into a powerful and successful career; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas chronicled every major event of the White House and Presidency since 1961, earning the respect of the public and her profession alike for her fair and accurate accounts; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas was the only print journalist traveling with President Nixon to China during his historic visit to China, has traveled around the world several times with Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, and Bush, during the course of which she covered every economic summit; and 

WHEREAS, the "lady in red," from her front row seat in White House press conferences, is known for her signature "Thank you, Mr. President" at the end of press conferences and for asking the tough questions to nine U.S. Presidents, those questions once described as "a mixture of journalism and acupuncture"; and

WHEREAS, Helen Thomas became well known for her stamina, energy, enthusiasm, determination to seek and report the truth, sixth sense regarding impending events, deep respect for the Presidency, and passionate caring for her work, family, and friends; and

WHEREAS, Public Broadcasting System interviewer Mike McCurry said of Ms. Thomas, "She cares about things. She has a real soul. She cares about the stories that she writes about and cares about the people that she covers as human beings. . ."; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas has received twenty-six honorary doctorate degrees and numerous journalism awards and was the first woman officer of the National Press Club in its 90-year history, is the first female member of the Gridiron Club in its 90 years of existence and the President and first female member of the 50-year-old White House Correspondents Association, and was named in 1976 by the World Almanac as one of the twenty-five most influential women in America; and

WHEREAS, after retiring from United Press International in the year 2000, Helen Thomas, at age 82, continues to be a working journalist, serving as a syndicated columnist for Hearst newspapers, lecturer, teacher, and popular speaker; and

WHEREAS, as a woman who broke many barriers to aspiring women reporters, Ms. Thomas has said that she feels immensely privileged to have covered the White House and that "to live in that house is the greatest honor that can come to anyone, since it symbolizes the public trust that presidents hold."; and

WHEREAS, regarding the trust held by journalists, she has written, ". . .As for reporters, we also hold a trust: to seek the truth and to keep faith with the people's right to know. In so doing, we must let the chips fall where they may."; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Thomas also wrote about her profession, "Too often we are seen as prosecutors, judge and jury. But I believe we serve the people best when we refrain from those roles for which we have not been chosen and instead present the facts as objectively as possible. That is the best way we can serve the public good.";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby commend and applaud the career and professionalism of journalist Helen Thomas. We are proud that Ms. Thomas's birthplace is Winchester, Kentucky, and that we can, therefore, call her a daughter of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Our best wishes go with her in her continuing endeavor to provide accurate and fair information to the American public.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Helen Thomas and her remarkable career as an American journalist.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Helen Thomas, 2501 Calvert Street, NW, Apartment 404, Washington, D.C. 20008.
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