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A RESOLUTION memorializing the life and accomplishments of Robert F. Stephens, his tireless devotion to the court system, and to the citizens of Fayette County and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Robert F. Stephens was born in Covington, Kentucky, and attended Beechwood High School, Indiana University, and law school at the University of Kentucky. While at law school he served two years on the Kentucky Law Journal staff and was selected for the Order of the Coif; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from law school Robert F. Stephens entered the private practice of law, was elected Fayette County Judge in 1970, and was selected as Kentucky's Outstanding County Judge in 1973; and

WHEREAS, while serving as Fayette County Judge, Robert F. Stephens was in large part responsible for bringing about merged government in Lexington and Fayette County; and

WHEREAS, Robert F. Stephens was elected Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and served in that office from 1975 to 1979; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as Attorney General and then as Supreme Court Justice, Robert F. Stephens was a leader in the restructuring of the court system in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Robert F. Stephens was appointed to the Kentucky Supreme Court in December of 1979 and served on the Court until 1999; and

WHEREAS, Justice Stephens was elected Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court in 1982 and served as Chief Justice until 1998, longer than any Chief Justice in history of the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure on the Kentucky Supreme Court, Chief Justice Stephens served on various committees of the Conference of Chief Justices and served as President of the Conference of Chief Justices from 1992 to 1993; and

WHEREAS, from 1991 to 1995, Chief Justice Stephens also served as a member of the National Judicial Council of State and Federal Judges; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, Chief Justice Stephens was elected a Charter Member of the University of Kentucky College of Law Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, in 1996, Chief Justice Stephens was inducted into the Warren E. Burger Society, in recognition of his leadership with the National Center for State Courts and the Kentucky Trial Courts; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Stephens authored numerous scholarly opinions while on the Supreme Court that impacted the lives of all Kentuckians, but perhaps none more significant than his opinion in Rose v. Council for Better Education, Ky., 790 S.W.2d 186 (1989), which declared Kentucky's primary and secondary school system unconstitutional, and which led to the General Assembly's enactment of the landmark legislation commonly known as the Kentucky Education Reform Act; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure on the Kentucky Supreme Court, Chief Justice Stephens was instrumental in the modernization of Kentucky's court procedures, including the use of videotape to record trials, the use of computer technology in the keeping of court records, and in partially removing the confidentiality ban on lawyer disciplinary cases; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Stephens' career of public service did not end with his retirement from the Kentucky Supreme Court, because in May of 1999, Governor Paul E. Patton persuaded Justice Stephens to accept the position of Secretary of the Justice Cabinet where he served until his death; and

WHEREAS, in honor of his tireless efforts on behalf of Kentucky's court system, the new Fayette County Courthouse project bears his name; and

WHEREAS, on April 13, 2002 Chief Justice Stephens passed from this earthly existence with the same dignity and grace with which he lived his life; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Stephens is worthy of recognition as the "Kentucky statesman of the 20th Century";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate remembers the life and accomplishments of Robert F. Stephens, his tireless devotion to Kentucky's court system, the citizens of Fayette County and the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and when the Senate adjourns this day it does so in reverent memory and honor of the passing of this great leader.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to deliver a copy of this resolution to the sponsor for presentation to the family of the late Chief Justice Robert F. Stephens.
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