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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Governor to fund the Kentucky Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act of 2002.

WHEREAS, breast and cervical cancer are among the leading causes of death for women in this Commonwealth and access to treatment for these conditions will help save lives; and

WHEREAS, the rate of breast cancer mortality in this Commonwealth is 25.1 per 100,000 population; and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 2,700 new cases of breast cancer alone in Kentucky each year, and about 620 women die each year from the disease; and

WHEREAS, a disproportionate number of women diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer have income between 185% and 250% of the federal poverty level, do not qualify under existing Medicaid eligibility guidelines, and do not have other health insurance; and

WHEREAS, early detection and prompt treatment of breast and cervical cancer can significantly reduce suffering and death caused by breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, breast cancer is the second leading cause of death and cervical cancer is the ninth leading cause of cancer death among women in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the percentage of women who have received their annual Pap test increased significantly from 1991 to 1999, and while we currently encourage women to be screened, we do not provide for treatment of the women who are least likely to be able to afford it; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the value of screening, early detection, and treatment, the United States Congress passed the Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act of 2000, which permits states to receive an 80/20 match in federal Medicaid funds to provide full health coverage to women who have been diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer under the federally authorized screening program for low income women up to 250% of the federal poverty level; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is one of only three states that have not implemented the provisions of this Act;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky encourages the Governor to fund the Kentucky Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act of 2002 authorized by Senate Bill 56 of the 2002 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Paul E. Patton, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 700 Capital Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and Mr. Mike Robinson, Commissioner of the Department for Medicaid Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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