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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Helen K. Crabtree.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Helen K. Crabtree, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Helen K. Crabtree was born on December 14, 1915, a native of Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illinois, and longtime resident of Simpsonville, Shelby County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on January 4, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Helen K. Crabtree was the loving daughter of the late Harry Kitner and Edna Shields Kitner, she was the devoted wife of 59 years to Charles R. Crabtree, she was the loving mother of a son, Charles E. "Redd" Crabtree, and she was the proud grandmother of three grandchildren and four great-grandchildren; and 

WHEREAS, Helen K. Crabtree was a much acclaimed and distinguished riding instructor, horse trainer and author, who, alongside her husband, operated Crabtree Farms in Shelby County, which attracted clients from across the nation and stimulated the growth of other saddlebred farms in the area; and during their professional career together, they earned 75 world championship titles and instructed 22 National Saddle Seat Equitation Champions; and

WHEREAS, Helen K. Crabtree began her show career at age four, and began riding as a professional at age twelve; she graduated from Illinois College and taught riding at MacMurray College, where she received an honorary doctorate, and during her stay at MacMurray, the intercollegiate riding teams were undefeated; she is considered to be the first woman to train and show American Saddlebreds professionally, and due to her genius and expertise, she was instrumental in revolutionizing the saddlebred world into the professional industry it is today; she received licenses in Hackney and Harness, Morgan, National Show Horse, Parade, Roadster, Saddle Seat Equitation, Saddlebred and Shetland; she was a published author of books and articles about riding instruction, including the 1970 book on Saddle Seat Equitation and her 1962 Sports Illustrated Book of Gaited Riding; and because of her notability in the horse-riding world, she was invited to lead a group of riders in the 1981 inaugural parade for President Ronald Reagan; and

WHEREAS, the United Professional Horsemen's Association annual Instructor of the Year Award is now called the Helen K. Crabtree Award, and she was named the first "Horsewoman of the Year" in 1964; she was a member of the American Horse Shows Association and United Professional Horsemen's Association; in 1974, she was inducted into the St. Louis Horse Show Hall of Fame; in 1975 and 1978 she was the recipient of the UPHA Trainer of the Year award; in 1987, she was inducted into the Illinois College of Sports Hall of Fame; in 1989, she and her husband, Charles, were inducted into the World Championship Horse Show Hall of Fame; in 1989, she was the first recipient of the UPHA Sportsmanship Award and winner of the AHSA Lurline P. Roth Good Sportsmanship Award; in 1990, she was named Instructor of the Year by UPHA, and was awarded the 1990 AHSA Lifetime Achievement Award; and, in 1996, she was appointed AHSA Judge Emeritus, and USA Equestrian recently honored her with a bronze that is a perpetual trophy presented each year to the USA Saddle Seat Medal Finals Champion; and

WHEREAS, Helen K. Crabtree developed the Crabtree Saddle, the first of its kind designed for equitation class; she was best known as a riding instructor, and the young women she taught to ride saddle seat were so successful and stylish in the saddle that they were known as "Crabtree Girls"; and

WHEREAS, the passion, dedication, and social consciousness Helen K. Crabtree brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and her influence will continue; the passing of Helen K. Crabtree has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Helen K. Crabtree, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Helen K. Crabtree.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Charles R. Crabtree, 199 Colt Run Road, Simpsonville, Kentucky 40067.
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