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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Charles W. Gatton, Sr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Charles W. Gatton, Sr., and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., was a native of Bremen, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 3, 2000; and

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., was the devoted husband of sixty years to Lorene Carr Gatton, he was the loving father of a son, Charles Gatton, Jr., of Bremen, and the loving father of two daughters, Suzanne Gatton of Owensboro, and Charlotte Gatton Cobun of Morgantown, West Virginia, and he was the proud grandfather of three grandchildren, Christen Gatton of Newburgh, Indiana, Brent Gatton of Bremen, and Cord Cobun of Morgantown, West Virginia; he was the loving brother of a sister, Marie Gatton Luysterburg of Sarasota, Florida, a brother, C. M. "Bill" Gatton of Kingsport, Tennessee, a stepbrother, Jo Mac Ferguson of Louisville, and a stepsister, Mary Ellen Hunter of South Carrollton; and

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture in 1938, after which time he taught vocational agriculture for five years and also provided veterans' training; he was a farmer and worked on his family farm in Bremen, which has been in the Gatton family for more than one hundred years, and because of his success in the farming business, he was awarded the Progressive Farmer Award; and he was the founder of Fathers' Country Hams of Bremen and the winner of several Champion Awards for his country hams, and he had been featured in numerous national publications; and

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., was an esteemed member of the Muhlenberg County community where he served on the Muhlenberg County School Board for twenty-two years, acting as chairman of the school board for several years, and he was instrumental in consolidating seven high schools in the county into Muhlenberg North and South High Schools; and

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., served as chairman of the board of the Sacramento Deposit Bank; he was a member of the Scoville Society, a lifetime member of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture Alumni Association, a member of the Bremen Lions Club, and a member of the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels; and

WHEREAS, Charles W. Gatton, Sr., was a devout member of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Bremen, where he served as a Sunday School teacher, and where his funeral services were held on June 6, 2000, with his burial in Bethlehem Baptist Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Charles W. Gatton, Sr., has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement upon the passing of Charles W. Gatton, Sr., and extends to his family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Charles W. Gatton, Sr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Lorene Carr Gatton, 6323 State Route 81, Sacramento, Kentucky 42372-9772.
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