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A RESOLUTION declaring November 19, 2002, and each year thereafter, to be General George Rogers Clark Day.

WHEREAS, General George Rogers Clark was born on November 19, 1752, a native of Virginia, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 13, 1818, at Locust Grove in Louisville, the residence of his sister Lucy and her husband Major William Croghan, and he is interred in Cave Hill Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, General George Rogers Clark was a tall, rugged, red-haired frontiersman, and a master of military intelligence, strategy, tactics, and persuasion, and he fought passionately against British, French, and Spanish domination of our lands; and 

WHEREAS, it was through General George Rogers Clark's persuasion in 1776 that Kentucky became a county of Virginia, and in 1777, he helped save Fort Harrodsburg with badly needed gunpowder and supplies that he brought from Virginia; in 1778, he persuaded the great orator and statesman, Virginia Governor Patrick Henry, to finance a plan to raise a company of soldiers for the protection of Kentucky settlements at Bryant's, Ruddle's, and Martin's Stations, St. Asaph's (Logan's Fort), and Forts Harrodsburg and Boonesboro; and

WHEREAS, General George Rogers Clark played an integral role in freeing the Mississippi River from Spanish control in order that Kentucky farmers could float their produce down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers without interference and free from Spanish taxes; he established Fort Jefferson in Ballard County, which proved to be his military stronghold; and in 1781, he founded Fort Nelson in Louisville, and during that same year, he defeated Benedict Arnold at Hoods Point; and

WHEREAS, General George Rogers Clark is indeed an unsung hero, and he deserves the same honor and recognition that we have bestowed on others who have fought for the freedom of our lands;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor General George Rogers Clark as a great contributor to the cause of American independence, and recognizes that his contributions to Kentucky in its wilderness state are beyond measure and have had lasting impact. In appreciation of his many contributions, this Senate does hereby declare November 19, 2002, and each year thereafter, to be General George Rogers Clark Day in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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