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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Roy James Ferris.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Roy James Ferris, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris, a native of Chicago, Illinois, and longtime resident of Fairfield, Nelson County, Kentucky, traversed these earthly bounds on February 9, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris was the loving son of the late Roy Leonard and Esther D. West Ferris; he was the loving brother of a sister, Dawn Leon of Tuscon, Arizona, and a brother, Paul Wayne Ferris of Arlington Heights, Illinois; he was the devoted husband of fifty-seven years to Merle Harper Ferris, and he was the adored father of a son, Roy James Ferris, Jr., of Middlebury, Indiana, and a daughter, Joy Lynne Beall of San Marcos, Texas; and he was the proud grandfather of six grandchildren and a great-grandchild; and

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris, after retirement from the Illinois Bell Company, moved to Fairfield, Nelson County, Kentucky in April, 1986, and he and his wife joyfully adopted Fairfield as their own home town; and

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris will be remembered as an active and involved citizen, and highly esteemed member of the Fairfield community where he was a dedicated mayor who worked diligently and tirelessly for his town; under his leadership, the City Council purchased the old Post Office and renovated it for City Hall, he worked to clean up the downtown area, and he took great pride in organizing the annual Fairfield Homecoming; and

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris was instrumental in founding Parkway Baptist Church where he was a dedicated member and deacon, and he was involved in Sunday School, senior ministries, outreach ministries, and he also was an active Promisekeeper; and his funeral services were held at Parkway Baptist Church on Monday, February 11, 2002, with Brother Eddie Benton officiating, and his burial will be in Memory Gardens in Arlington Heights, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Roy James Ferris served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Army during World War II; and he was a member of Telephone Pioneers and the National Rifle Association; and

WHEREAS, it is with fond recollection that we remember Roy James Ferris, not only for his many accomplishments and friendships he made and sustained through the years, but also his compassion for and understanding of the common man, which he demonstrated daily; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Roy James Ferris has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its utters sense of bereavement upon the passing of Roy James Ferris, and extends to his family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Roy James Ferris.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Merle Harper Ferris, Highway 48, Fairfield, Kentucky 40020.
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