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A RESOLUTION expressing support for the establishment of an oncology network, including a new regional cancer hospital in Louisville, Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the highest incidence of lung cancer for both men and women in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the highest lung cancer death rate among men among all U.S. states – 46% higher than the national average – and the second highest lung cancer death rate among women – 29% higher than the national average; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the fourth highest rate of cancer death (all cancers combined) in men; and the eighth highest for women; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky expects to diagnose an estimated 21,100 new cancer cases this year; and

WHEREAS, Norton Healthcare and the University of Louisville School of Medicine/James Graham Brown Cancer Center announced intentions to create a partnership for development of an oncology network – including a new regional cancer hospital; and

WHEREAS, the partnership between Norton Healthcare and the University of Louisville School of Medicine/James Graham Brown Cancer Center has as its objectives:

To achieve designation as a Comprehensive Cancer Center by the National Cancer Institute by developing basic and clinical research components linked to a regional clinical cancer network; and

To combine clinical and academic resources of Norton and the University to establish a state-of-the-art adult cancer hospital with ancillary services, available to both private and university faculty physicians; and

To coordinate and expand the network of cancer services throughout a region with higher than normal incidence of most types of cancer; and

To develop and implement education programs for tomorrow’s healthcare clinicians; and

WHEREAS, Norton Healthcare and the University of Louisville School of Medicine/James Graham Brown Cancer Center have committed substantial matching financial resources of the ‘Bucks for Brains’ and ‘Bonds for Brains’ programs; and

WHEREAS, this oncology network symbolizes an unequaled spirit of teamwork and collaboration between two leading Kentucky healthcare providers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky State Senate recognizes the importance of cancer and cancer-related research and treatment for the well-being of all citizens of our Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Kentucky State Senate commends the development of the new oncology network by Norton Healthcare and the University of Louisville School of Medicine/James Graham Brown Cancer Center.

Section 3.   The Kentucky State Senate encourages Norton Healthcare and the University of Louisville School of Medicine/James Graham Brown Cancer Center to continue their combined efforts to support the fight against cancer for the betterment of all Kentuckians.
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