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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Congressional delegation and the Secretaries of the United States Departments of Energy and Labor to examine the retirement benefit program of retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants.

WHEREAS, retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants, for decades, worked in dangerous and confidential conditions to ensure the nation's security; and

WHEREAS, retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants include many Kentuckians who are concerned about the equity and security of their retirement benefit programs; and

WHEREAS, changes in the retirement benefit program of the Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants, made in 1998 when the United States Enrichment Corporation became a private corporation, may have adversely affected their retirement income; and

WHEREAS, retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants desire to protect their retirement and health insurance funds from any damage that current operators may face due to economic downturns or other unforeseen circumstances;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the Kentucky Congressional delegation and the Secretaries of the United States Departments of Energy and Labor to examine the differences in the retirement benefit programs for retirees of the Portsmouth, OH and Paducah, KY, Gaseous Diffusion Plants, and the United States Department of Energy's Oak Ridge, TN facilities, to determine if retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah facilities have sustained an adverse economic effect as a result of having been placed in a separate retirement benefit program upon the privatization of the United States Enrichment Corporation.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives respectfully requests the Kentucky Congressional delegation and the Secretaries of the United States Departments of Energy and Labor to work to eliminate any disparity that might exist between these retirement programs, and to further consider the desire of the retirees of the Portsmouth and Paducah facilities to return administration of their pension funds back to the United States Department of Energy.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional delegation and to the Secretaries of the United States Departments of Energy and Labor.
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