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A RESOLUTION honoring the fiftieth anniversary of the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church in Russell County, Kentucky.

WHEREAS, in 1951, Brothers Pete Bryant and Riley Dickson felt called of God to conduct revival meetings in Russell County, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, these revival meetings were held in a brush arbor in the woods in Russell County with saplings being cut down and fashioned into benches and electric drop cords hung from surrounding trees to provide light for the evening meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church was born in the fires of these revival meetings on August 31, 1951; and 

WHEREAS, the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church purchased one-half acre of land in Russell County about three miles from Russell Springs on what is now Highway 1729, called their first pastor, Brother O.T. Reese, and held their first church service on March 15, 1952; and 

WHEREAS, the church, which began services with just a water bucket and a wood stove in 1952, has grown tremendously over the past fifty years; and

WHEREAS, the church's growth includes a 1981 renovation which added indoor plumbing; a 1999 expansion which added Sunday School rooms, a fellowship hall, and a kitchen; and a 2002 remodeling which further expanded the fellowship hall and kitchen; and

WHEREAS, the current pastor of the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church is Brother Garnett Hammond; and

WHEREAS, throughout its history the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church has retained the mourner's bench or altar bench to memorialize the power of prayer and repentance in the life of the Church and in the life of all believers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Representative Jeffrey H. Hoover and the Kentucky House of Representatives congratulate the Pastor Garnett Hammond and the members of the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church on the occasion of the church's fiftieth anniversary, and wish them the best as they continue to serve the cause of Christ in Russell County, Kentucky.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be delivered to Representative Jeffrey H. Hoover for presentation to the pastor and members of the Beckham Ridge Separate Baptist Church.
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