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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Sister Mary Anthony Wargel upon the occasion of her seventieth anniversary in the Order of Saint Ursula.

WHEREAS, Sister Mary Anthony Wargel grew up as Clara Marie Wargel in Evansville, Illinois, one of four children born to devout Catholic parents; she was inspired by the Ursuline sisters who taught at the elementary and high school she attended; and because of the happiness they had for their ministry, their loving and serving nature, and their expertise as educators, she realized her mission to become a nun and devote her life to God; and

WHEREAS, at the age of nineteen, Sister Mary Anthony Wargel, affectionately known as "Sister Anthony," joined the Order of Saint Ursula in 1932, pledging chastity, poverty, obedience, and instruction of youth to God and the Roman Catholic faith; she prepared for a career in education, with emphasis on remedial reading, and earned her bachelor's degree in education from Ursuline College, her master's degree in elementary education from Duquesne University, and she obtained a special reading certification from Marquette University; and

WHEREAS, throughout Sister Anthony's many years of devout service to God, she has taught elementary school children the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic; and during her ministry, she has been a positive influence and an inspiration to all those who have benefited from her instruction, and they have been blessed to receive the peace and joy she so lovingly gives; and one such student inspired by Sister Anthony in 1962 and 1963, at our Lady of Lourdes in Louisville was Bob Heleringer, and she became a lifelong friend to him; and

WHEREAS, it must not go unmentioned that Sister Anthony is an avid Notre Dame football fan, and in recognition for her interest and enthusiasm for Notre Dame and her involvement in community services, the Notre Dame Club of South Carolina presented her with the 1985 Notre Dame Person of the Year award; and during her ministry in Louisville, and having a fond appreciation for horse racing, she was known to accompany other sisters to Churchill Downs; and

WHEREAS, Sister Anthony has retired from her full-time teaching career and now teaches part-time at St. John Neumann Catholic School in Columbia, South Carolina, and she also ministers to the elderly, which includes administering the Eucharist and providing transportation to church, as well as transporting the elderly to grocery stores and doctor's offices, no small endeavor for an eighty-nine year old servant of God; and

WHEREAS, 2002 marks Sister Anthony's seventieth anniversary in the service of the Order of Saint Ursula, an occasion that distinguishes her from many others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and applaud Sister Mary Anthony Wargel for seventy years of guidance and wisdom and for her inspiring service as an educator. She has been a faithful servant to God and continues to bring all those she serves closer to God. This honorable body wishes to her success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Sister Mary Anthony Wargel upon the occasion of her seventieth anniversary in the service of the Order of Saint Ursula.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sister Mary Anthony Wargel, St. John Neumann Catholic School, 721 Polo Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29223.
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