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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Colonel William E. Barber.

Unbounded courage and compassion joined proclaim him good and great, and make the hero and the man complete. - Addison.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Colonel William E. Barber, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Colonel William E. Barber, a native of West Liberty, Morgan County, Kentucky, traversed these earthly bounds in Irvine, California on April 19, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Colonel William E. Barber attended Morehead State College, and after which time, he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in 1940; and

WHEREAS, Colonel William E. Barber served his country with honor and distinction in the United States Marine Corps, and during the Korean War in 1950, his heroism was magnificently displayed during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, south of the Yalu River which separates North Korea from China; and

WHEREAS, during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, 120,000 Chinese crossed the Yalu River into North Korea, and Colonel Barber's Fox Company was out-numbered by a ratio of more than 5 to 1; he was seriously wounded and ordered to retreat, but Colonel Barber, fearing a retreat would put 8,000 nearby Marines in harm's way, refused to obey orders and remained on his hill while commanding his men from a stretcher; and after five days and six nights of this fierce battle, the Chinese were overwhelmed by the Marines; and

WHEREAS, Colonel William E. Barber was the recipient of the Medal of Honor for his heroism during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, and his many other awards included two Purple Hearts, the Silver Star for bravery, three Presidential Unit Citations, and the Legion of Merit; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Colonel William E. Barber has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Kentucky's native son, Colonel William E. Barber, hero and patriot, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Colonel William E. Barber.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Walter Blevins for presentation to the family of Colonel William E. Barber.
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